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THE Author of the Narrative died lately 
abroad, and the manuſcripts, from which the 
following extracts have been made, were 

found among bis papers by his executor. 

None of them are dated, but it appears from 
* ſeveral circumſtances, that they were written 
recently, and intended for anonymous publi- 
cation. They are ſo voluminous, that it 
would be too expenſive to print the whole of 
each of them : The Editor therefore humbly 
hopes, that the extracts he offers will not be 
unacceptable to the public ; eſpecially as the 
ſubjects, on which they are written, are in 
themſetves highly important, and the Author 
of the Narrative, who, during a long courſe 
of travelling, had many accurate and in- 
tereſting views of the human character, has 
expreſed high approbation of the writers of 
the letters. 
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Line 
16, for affirmitive read affirmative. 
4, for were read are. 
6, for has read had. 
10, for firft to the laſt, read laſs to the fir fl. 
1, for that many read that there were many. 
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BRTTAINx, I was introduced, by 


EXTRACTS 


FROM A 


NARRATIVE, &c. 


A FEW days after my arrival in Gzzar 
, to 
the reſpectable Lavy, who firſt ſuggeſted 
to me the idea of writing this Nar- 


RATIVE. 


She ſaid, ſhe ſuppoſed I was a native 
of Great Britain.— I am, madam, ſaid I, 
and was educated in it, though now a 
ſtranger to it.---Many years ago I left it 
with pleaſing proſpects.-A tolerable for- 
tune with good recommendations, which 
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6 EXTRACTS FROM | 

the intereſt of my family procured for 
me, had filled me with the hopes of re- 
turning to it one day a merchant of con- 
ſiderable conſequence, (you will not be 
ſurpriſed that a NaTive of the BRITISsA 
Emir ſhould hold that character in high 


eſtimation, and be ambitious to attain it) 
but a chain of adventures and misfortunes 
diſappointed all my ſchemes of commer- 
cial enterpriſe and profperity.---I have 
great reaſon however to be thankful to 
Heaven for having chequered my mis- 
fortunes with many favourable circum- 
ſtances; one of which has enabled me 
to ſtyle myſelf a ſubject, and not a flave, 
of an AS1aTic MonaRGH---a PRINCE poſ- 
ſeſſed of all the good qualities, that human 
nature was ever bleſſed with. 


To that noble perſonage I was ſold a 
ſlave.---My firſt appearance indeed was 
uch, that I was claſſed with the people, 

who 
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A NARRATIVE. 7 


who had the hardeſt fate on the occaſion ; 
for during ſome days prior to it, I had been 
confined, with a multitude of wretched 
objects, in a ſmall veſſel, where I was 
deprived of every means of cleanlineſs ; 
ſo that my appearance muſt have been as 
offenſive, as it is poſſible to ſuppoſe.--- 
But as noble ſouls are ever filled with 
compaſſion, my Royar Mas TER had, in 
the beginning of his reign, iſſued a general 
order, that the common neceſſaries of life 
ſhould be provided for all ſlaves, who 
ſhould come under his dominion, and that 
the officers, having charge of them, ſhould 
make diligent enquiry, and regularly re- 
port to his firſt miniſter, whether or no 
any of them poſſeſſed a knowledge of arts 
and ſciences, by which his ſubjects could 
be benefited, 


When I diſcovered that we were to be 
treated with humanity, and that means 
B4 were 
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were to be allowed for cleanſin g and re- 
freſhing ourſelves, my gratitude to Heaven 
employed my firſt thoughts.---By degrees 
my hopes began to revive, and my mind 
became, in ſome meaſure, compoled.--- 
I then recollected that I had a German 
flute in my pocket, and immediately be- 
gan to amuſe myſelf and my fellow-ſlaves 
with ſuch airs, as I judged beſt adapted to 
alleviate ſorrow, and to inſpire chearful- 
neſs; nor was I unſucceſsful; for, from 
my infancy, I had loved muſic; and in 
the courſe of a few years, which I had 
pafſed in Italy, I had become a tolerable 
proficient in ſeveral branches of that de- 
lightful art. 


I would not have mentioned this trivial 
circumſtance to you, but that it proved 
to be the means, by which Providence 
raiſed me from the loweſt rank of my 
NoB.z MasTzs's ſlaves to a poſt among 
; thoſe, 


EI. oa / ABS. © aa ances 


— 
* 
- 
* 
* 
me * 
5 
34 
„ 
F + 
TS. 
- 
25 
3 
8 
F 
3; 
Yo 
% 
o * 
* 
+4 
* 
2 
8 
* 
3 * 
Ne 
Fil 
. 
* 
1 
2 
F 19 
7 Tn we 
| by 
LE. 
— 4 
* 
1 


A NARRATIVE. 9 


thoſe, whom he honoured with his con- 
fidence. The officer, who had the charge 
of us, immediately informed the firſt 
Miniſter, that one of the ſlaves, under 
his care, ſeemed to underſtand muſic, and 
had performed with ſuch ſucceſs, that he 
had abſolute command over the paſſions 
of his fellow-flaves, who looked grave, or 
chearful, according to muſical ſounds, pro- 
duced by a reed, as he called it, which he 
applied to his lips. 


The Prince was a great lover of mu- 
fic.-—-His curioſity was raiſed, and he or- 


dered that I ſhould be removed from my 


place of confinement to his palace.---After 


a few hours I found myſelf in the Royal 
Preſence. 


The ſplendour of his court indeed, far 


_ ſurpaſſed any thing of the kind I had ever 


ſeen, but did not engage my attention half 


ſo 
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10 EXTRACTS FROM 

ſo much, as the goodneſs of mind, which 
was diſplayed, at firſt tight, in his counte- 
nance, his manner, and his voice.---I never 
can deſcribe how much I was ſtruck with 


the majeſty and gracefulneſs of his perſon, 


---He ſeemed to be the Almoner of Heaven, 
and to have a foul as large as the employ- 
ment, 


He ſoon commanded me to perform on 
the reed he had heard of - and his noble 
aſpect inſpired me, at the moment, with 
a power of performing, which I had never 
felt before ; inſomuch, that, without the 
aid of notes, I had the ſatisfaction of ſee- 
ing that I engaged his attention, and gave 
him pleaſure.---The conſequence was, that 
I was placed near his perſon in the rank of 
his domeſtics. 


His MajesTY, impatient to learn any 
thing he thought worthy of his attention, 
gave 
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gave me to underſtand, that I muſt in- 
ſtruct him to ſpeak and play as I did; for 
he imagined, that in order to play, as I 
did, he muſt ſpeak, as I did.---I immedi- 
ately began to inſtruct him in both; and 
you cannot doubt, that I took infinite 
pains to make the undertaking of my 
Roval SCHOLAR as eaſy, as poſſible, to 
him; in which I was ſo effectually aſſiſted 
by his quickneſs of apprehenſion and his 
diligence, that in a leſs ſpace of time, than 
one year, he made conſiderable progreſs 
in the Engliſh language and in muſic. 


He had preconcei ved, that the Engliſh 
language conſiſted much of hieroglyphics, 
but ſoon began to obſerve, that it was 
very comprehenſive, and clear, and ener- 
getic without them; and deſired to know 
by what means, that and other languages, 
conſiſting merely of words ſpoken, or 
written, were regulated and improved.--- 

I ſaid) 
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12 EXTRACTS FROM 


I faid, that every ſuch language, whatever 
origin it had, might be formed by rules 
of art, and ſtrengthened and beautified 
by certain modes of ſpeech, varied ingeni- 
oufly from common forms of expreſſion, 
and called rhetorical figures ; on which, 
as far as I was able to recollect the ſubject, 
I writ a ſhort treatiſe for his uſe.— He 
deſired to ſec it, and read it ſo often, and 
with ſo much attention and enquiry, that 
I was obliged, in ſeveral inſtances, to ex- 
plain and add to it. see Appendix, A. 1 


I never felt myſelf ſad in his preſence 
and the more opportunities I had of know- 
ing his temper of mind, the more 1 was 
convinced, that his countenance, Which 
ſtruck me ſo at firſt, was a true index to 


it. But when I reflected, that he had been 


a ſtranger to the Revealed WIIL of Gop, 
till in learning the Engliſh language, he 


had read the Orp and New TESTAMENT 
5 (the 
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A NARRATIVE. 13 


(the only books I had been able to keep in 
my poſſeſſion) it occurred to me, that I 
ought, by ſome means or other, to ſignify 
to him, that he might read thoſe books 
for a much more important purpoſe, than 
merely that of learning a foreign language, 


and I prayed earneſtly to AL MIGHTY Gop 
to animate and ſupport me on the occa- 


fion. 


I had obſerved, that in reading the New 
Teſtament, he often pauſed and meditated 
on the PxtceyTs of our BLESSED Savious ; 


by which I was encouraged to diſcloſe the 


real concern I felt for the eternal happineſs 
of my Royal Maſter and Protector; and 


I had determined to ſpeak my mind, what- 
ever hazard I might incur, 


Happily he ſoon anticipated what I in- 
tended.—-He was one day graciouſly pleaſed 


to tell me, that he liked my ALcoxan bet» 


ter 
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14 EXTRACTS FROM 


ter than his own---and that he wondered 
how ManowmerT, who acknowledged Jxsvs 
to be an eminent prophet, could have led 
a life ſo contrary to his precepts.---I in- 
ſtantly beheld him as another CORNELIUS, 
and lamented inwardly that he had not a 
SAINT PETER to aſſiſt him.---He obferved 
that his words had made a deep impreſſion 
on me, and aſked in a tone of voice. ex- 
quiſitely mild, and earneſtly inquiſitive, 
how the followers of Jrsus lived in Europe, 
and whether or no they payed ſtrict at- 
tention to his law, which I called the 


GOSPEL. 


Not bcing able to give a general and 
direct anſwer in the afſirmitive, I informed 


him as well as I was able, that there were 


in Europe ſeveral ſects of Chriſtians.--- 
What, ſaid he, is a ſect ?---I told him, that 
I ſhould find it difficult perhaps to explain 


the word to his ſatisfaction, but that I con- 
 ceiyed 
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A NARRATIVE, : IS 


ceived it to be a conſiderable number of 
Chriſtians profeſſing and uniting in ſome 
particular notions of faith and worſhip, 
and rejecting others; and that they were 
uſually called followers of the authors of 
their reſpective tenets and practices. 


He was ſurpriſed, he ſaid, that there 
exiſted more than one ſect, as they had only 
one lawgiver and one law.---I anſwered, 
that it had been occaſioned by various 
cauſes---ſuch as error, pride, worldly 
views, falſe philoſophy or affectation of 
refinement---that many volumes had been 
written in ſupport of the various doctrines 
and modes of worſhip which had been 
introduced ;---and that each leader had 
been followed by multitudes of people, wha 
were deceived by words, and had neither 
time nor capacity, nor means of inſtruc- 
tion, to judge of things by fair enquiry 
and argument. 

He 
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He then aſked me, of what fect I was? 
---I anſwered that I was a PROTESTAN T- 
that is, one of that numerous ſociety of 
Chriſtians, who more than two hundred 
years ago had proteſted againſt the Errors 
of the Church of Roms, and after many 
vigorous efforts and ſucceſsful ſtruggles 
for civil and religious liberty had con- 
tinued to exiſt, ſome by ESTABLISHMENT 
and others by ToLeraTion, in various 


parts of the world.--- 


Rome! ſaid the Prince, with emphaſis 
--=Yes, ſaid I, Rome! ImpERIAL ROME! 
that once renowned city, which the Pro- 
VIDENCE of the Gop, whom you acknow- 
ledge and adore, permitted firſt to con- 


quer and ſubdue almoſt the whole known 


world, and then itſelf to be humbled and 
laid proſtrate. 
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A NARRATIVE; 17 

By what particular note or mark, ſaid 
he, are Proteſtant ſocieties or churches 
diſtinguiſhed ? I told him, that they make 
the GospEl the ſovereign rule of faith and 
worſhip and moral conduct that they 
lay open by every means, that can be de- 
viſed, the Boox, which contains the Gos- 
PEL---that they require every member of 
their churches to read it, who is capable of 
reading it-—and that it is read and ex- 
plained, at ſtated times, by miniſters of 
religion, in the hearing of all, as well 


thaſe, who are capable, as thoſe, who are 


not capable, of reading it. 


He underſtood it, he ſaid, to be the 
intention of Gov, that the goſpel, or his 
word. ſhould not be with-held, at leaſt by 
human deſign, from any of the human 
race---and therefore, he deſired to be in- 
formed, whether or no, Proteſtants or their 
miniſters of religion, in laying open the 
e C book, 
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book, which contains the Goſpel, expect 
it to be conſidered as a matter of right or 
of favour ?---As a matter of right moſt aſ- 
futedly, ſaid 1; for both by rules and ex- 
hortations they require every individual to 
read, and ſtudy it, and to live according 
to it.—And further, in order to ſecure to 
every individual regular and frequent op- 
portunities of public worſhip and inſtruc- 
tion, and of private peruſal and meditation 
alſo, one day in ſeven, called the Sa BBArn, 


is appropriated, to thoſe purpoſes, by the 


Laws of God and man in every Chriſtian 
country.---I added, that the word SAB- 
BATH ſignified ResT---and that one reaſon 
why that name was given to the ſeyenth 


day, was, becauſe God, who originally 


appointed it, intended that on every ſeventh 
day, there ſhould be a general Resr from 
all ſuch worldly labours or engagements, 
as might interrupt the obſervance of it, 

and 
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A NARRATIVE, 19 
and draw men away from religious ex- 
erciſes and meditations. 


Are religious exerciſes and meditations, 
ſaid he, confined to the SanzarH day in 
Proteſtant churches ?---No, revered Prince, 
ſaid I,---there are other days alſo ap- 
pointed for thoſe purpoſes, which are diſ- 
tinguiſhed by a commemoration of ſignal 
benefits conferred by the Creator on the 


human race, or by the names of eminent 


Chriſtians, whoſe virtues, for the ſake of 
example, are recorded and remembered 


with peculiar ſolemnity. 


: He often uſed to make mention of the ſe- 


veral ſects of Chriſtians, and to ſay that the 


ſet, which freely DisTz1BUTEzD the word 


of God to all men, and made it the Rurx 


of their faith and conduct, was the ſect 
of which he would chuſe to be a member 
I more than once heard him ſay, that 

C2 he 
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he had already felt the power of the word 
of God in his heart, and that he wiſhed 
moſt earneſtly for an opportunity of mak- 
ing formal and open profeſſion of it, and 
publicly obſerving its rules and ceremo- 
nies.---He often ended a converſation with 
theſe words--- I Love Your PROPHET MORE 
THAN MAnoMET=--THEt Laws or JESUS BEAR 
THE STAMP AND CHARACTER OF DIvINE 
W1sDoM AND GooDNEss---Trx LIrE or JESUs 
WAS PURE-<-IT WAS VERY DIFFERENT FROM 
THE LIrE or ManOMET.“ 


Some years had elapſed in ſuch deli ght- 
ful intercourſe with my Royal and beloved 
Maſter, when he one day aſked me, whe- 


ther or no I could act as a Miniſter of the 


Goſpel,” and admit him into the church, 
of which I was a member, according to 
its forms ?---My anſwer was, that I had no 
authority from God either 1MMEDIATELY, 
or THROUGH Man ſo to do, but, that I had 
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A NARRATIVE. 21 


ſtrong hope, that under the Divine Mercy, 
through J=svs Cnr1srT, his belief of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, and practice of its 
moral precepts would, even in his ſolitary 
ſituation, and ſtate of involuntary ſepara- 
tion from every particular ſect of Chriſ- 


tians, be the means of ſecuring to him 


that ETERNAL SALVATION, Which he ſo 
earneſtly wiſhed to artain.---My hopes, 
ſaid he, are the ſame with yours-—and yet 
not only for my own ſake, but for the ſake 
of thouſands of human beings, with the 
care of whom Providence has entruſted 
me, I moſt ſincerely deſire to become a 
Chriſtian, not only in FaiTy and Con- 
puer, but alſo in Foxm and CRRRMON Y. 


For how is it poſſible, ſaid he, to conduct 


the affairs of men, either civil or religi- 
ous, without forms ?-—Human nature, in 
every kind of ſocial ſtate, requires the aſ- 
ſiſtance of them They convey knowledge 


to the mind in the moſt forcible and ex- 
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peditious way. Their impreſſions are 
quick, and ſtrong, and permanent. They 
rouſe us to action, and encourage us to 
continue in it. 


At the time, when he delivered theſe 
ſentiments of reſpect and reverence for 
the Chriſtian Doctrine and its forms, and 
declared ſuch paternal concern for the 
happineſs of his people, he was ſtanding 
near the throne in a large and magnificent 
apartment of the Royal Palace, where the 
Councils of the empire uſually aſſemble. 
-—The New TESTAMENT lay open before 
him on a table raiſed a little in the form 
of an altar, and richly ornamented after 
the Eaſtern manner.---And he always 
conſidered the ftudy of the Scriptures, in 


that - ſituation, as an act of worſhip---He 


had read, a few minutes before, in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, with a tone of voice 


ſtrongly expreſſive of inward emotion, 
that, 
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A NARRATIVE. 2J 
that by an awful ManiFESTATI10y of the 


preſence of the Diving SpIRIr followed 


immediately by the forcible and per- 
ſuaſive eloquence of Saint PeTER, there 
were added to the number of belieyers, in 
the ſpace of one day, about three thou- 
ſand ſouls.— Then fixing his eyes on me, 
* Look,” ſaid he, my faithful and uſe- 
ful inſtructor, to that Sacred Book, in 
which are recorded the threats and pro- 
miſes, the terrors and mercies of the Moſt 
Hicu Gop, the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and 
Earth What thinkeſt thou ?-—May I hope 
that Miniſters of the word of God, which 
is contained in that book, can be induced 
to come to theſe my realms ? My people 
ſurely would willingly receive them---they 
would perceive that, if they ſhould be- 
come real Chriſtians, their condition, even 
in this life, would be bettered, becauſe the 
laws and government of my empire would 
be better adminiſtered---My people would 

C 4 be 
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be too wiſe and conſiderate not to diſcern 
and embrace the means of enlarging and 
ſecuring their own happineſs.” 


By the queſtion itfelf, and by the man- 
ner in which it was put to me, my heart 
became dilated---and riſing ſuddenly above 
the coolneſs of temper, which nature had 
originally given to me, and which long 
habit had increaſed, I anſwered with a 
degree of warmth, which ſeemed to be not 
unpleaſing to the Prince, that I was very 
ſure many would be found, who would 
think it a happineſs to be employed in ſo 
great and glorious a work, and whoſe na- 
tural inclinations, if they were not under 
prior engagements, of equal, or perhaps 
ſuperior obligation, would concur with 
the deſign of the commiſſion they hold 
from their Lord and Maſter, which is to 
ſave the ſouls of all men. 


The 
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' A NARRATIVE. 25 
The noble mind of the Prince pauſed 
not a ſingle day---an extenſive and liberal 


commiſſion was immediately made out for 


me, and I departed, without loſs of time; 
for the purpoſe of executing it. 


All theſe circumſtances, ſaid the Lady, 
to whom I had the honour of relating 
them, are much in favour of your arduous 
undertaking, and I moſt earneſtly wiſh 
you may be ſucceſsful in it.— Now, fir, if 
it would not give you too much trouble, 
you would oblige me, by relating any 
matters, that may enable me to form an 
idea of the genius, temper, habits, man- 


ners, cuſtoms, and government of the 


people, for whoſe converſion you are fo 
laudably intereſted and honourably ap- 
pointed.---It is not from curioſity alone 
that I aſk this favour of you.---I have a 
further and a better motive for it.---It is to 
enable me to make proper choice of a few 

moral 
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moral and religious hooks, of which 1 
ſhall requeſt your acceptance, as they may 
hereafter proye uſeful to you and your 
coadjutors in the execution of your com- 
miſſion. 


I thanked her very ſincerely, and pro- 
ceeded.---In the dominions of my Aſiatic 
Sovereign, which conſiſt of two kingdoms, 
that have ſeparate councils and juriſdic- 
tions, the code of penal laws and the tem- 
per of the government are uncommonly 
mild---conſequently capital puniſhments 
are few and ſeldom inflicted, and when 
they are inflicted, they are accompanied 
with every circumſtance of humanity, that 
the ſituation of the criminal admits of--- 
The maxim is, to ſecure obedience to the 
law, as much as poſſible, by rewarding 
merit, and rendering vice infamous,---I 
ſhall mention two regulations eſtabliſhed 
for that purpoſe by the preſent emperor. 

The 
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A NARRATIVE, 27 


The one is for the puniſnment of ſuch 


of the nobility, as have been found guilty 


of arbitrary or iniquitous conduct in the 
adminiſtration of juſtice, and is called the 
THEATRE Of Ixr Av. The other is called 


the GaTz of Mrzir, which is always 


ready for receiving, into the claſs of gen- 
try, ſuch perſons, even of the loweſt or- 
der of the people, as are eminently diſ- 
tinguiſhed by virtuous, and great, and 
ſucceſsful exertions of good natural 
talents, 


The TarraTRE of Inramy is erected oc- 
caſionally near the habitation of the de- 
linquent.—-It conſiſts of a narrow circular 
platform, of a very white colour, with 
low black rails round the edge of it.---It is 
ſupported by one maſſy pillar, about four- 
teen feet high, which is made of the 
blackeſt ebony, that can be procured, and 
has in its centre on the top, an upright 

iron 
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iron axis, on which the platform, by means 
of ſecret machinery, within the pillar, is 
turned about with a flow gradual motion, 
in order to exhibit the delinquent dreſſed 
in the robes of the office he had abuſed, 
conſpicuouſly and frequently to the ſur- 
rounding multitude.— He bears on his 
breaſt a white tablet, which notifies, in 
large black letters, his name, his late office, 
and the crime or crimes for which he was 
degraded, and ſentenced to fuch ignomi- 


nious puniſhment.---He undergoes it on 


a fixed day, in each year during his life,--- 
[See Appendix, B.] 


The GarE of MxRir reſembles a tri- 
umphal arch, and is built, on a riſing 


ground, in the midſt of one of the largeſt 


ſquares of the metropolis, in view of the 
habitations of the Princes of the Blood, 
and ſome of the chief nobility.---It 1s ex- 


tremely magnificent, and richly decorated 
with 
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A NARRATIVE. 29 


with ingenious emblems of the arts and 
ſciences, and with fine ſtatues and mo- 
numents erected to the memory of the 
illuſtrious dead. What the Emperor de- 
ſigns by this ſplendid ſtructure, is to im- 
preſs it forcibly and conſtantly on the 
minds of his ſubjects, that merit ought to 


be the original and ſole reaſon for granting 


honours and privileges to any perſon and 
his poſterity, and that he is always ready 
to confer them on any perſon, who has 
convinced the people, that he deſerves the 
favour. 


In order to protect riſing merit from 
contemptuous treatment, he has appointed 


the following ceremony---General procla- 


mation 1s made by heralds, that on a cer- 
tain day the perſon, who is to be admitted 
to the rank of gentry, will paſs under the 
Gate of Merit.---The gentry afſemble, in 
great numbers about the gate, dreſſed in 

| rich 
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tich apparel, and with the emblems of 
their privileges.---The few member is in- 
troduced, in a magnificent chair, amidft 
loud acclamations arid other expreſſions of 
joy he is then conducted to the court, and 
preſented to the Emperor, who beſtows 
a Jz=wer on him, to which certain privi- 
leges are annexed.---(No perſon of any 
rank whatever has free adtnittance to the 
Royal Preſence, till the Emperor has be- 
ſtowed a jewel on him.) And if his for- 
tune be ſmall, he adds a penſion to it, or 
appoints him to ſome place, for which he 
is deemed to be qualified. Very few are 
allowed to paſs through the Gate of Merit. 
---The Emperor indeed, always manifeſts 
great regard for the opinion of his people, 
when it is conveyed to him on proper oc- 
caſions, and without tumult or diſloyalty; 
but he is firm in his conduct, and as ready 
to reject ill- founded applications, as to re- 
ward merit. e 
There 
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There is no part of the world where re- 
creations are more encouraged or purſued 
with more innocence, than in his domi- 
nions.---In the metropolis it is pleaſing to 
ſee the changes the different hours pro- 
duce.-Early in the morning the places of 
public worſhip are crowded, and as ſoon as 
that is over, you ſee a general face of buſi- 
neſs.At the hour eſtabliſhed by cuſtom 
all retire to the firſt meal.---Half an hour 
is the uſual time for reſt after it, which the 
climate makes abſolutely neceflary---after 
that ſhort pauſe from buſineſs, the ap- 
pearance of it again prevails, and conti- 
nues to the time of the ſecond meal---an 
hour is the ufual time for reſt after it--- 
at. the end of that hour, trade and buſineſs 
are again revived and continued, 'till the 
evening.---All buſineſs then ceaſes for the 
day, and evening worſhip being ended, 
the time of recreation and amuſement 
begins.---As every perſon almoſt is dif- 

poſed 
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poſed to partake of them, the ſtreets, and 
ſquares, and public halls are frequented 
by multitudes of people, who in general 
chuſe the open air, becauſe the evenings 
are agreeably warm. During the time of 
recreation, the metropolis has as juſt a 
right to be called a great garden, as a great 
city, for the ſtreets are ſo broad, and the 
ſquares ſo numerous and extenſive, that 
they afford room in abundance for odori- 
ferous trees, and plants, and flowers, which 
(ſuch are the mildneſs and benignity of 
the climate) flouriſh in every ſeaſon of 
the year, and conſtantly perfume the air 
with their fragrance---while birds of va- 
rious kinds, that enjoy them, proclaim 
aloud their happineſs by the ſweeteſt notes 


the feathered tribes were ever heard to 
-Utt — r. 


During the preſent reign the city has 
been much enlarged, and improved, and 
beau- 
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A NARRATIVE: 33 


beautified.---From the noble river, on 
which it ſtands, ſtreams of conſiderable 
breadth, or rivulets, where they were 
thought to be ſufficient, have been con- 
ducted to the ſtreets and ſquares, which 
admit of them.---I do not think that purer 
or more ſalutary water can be found in 
any region of the earth, than this river 
affords the main courſe and branches of 
it have as much variety and beauty, as the 
imagination can conceive.---As it ap- 
proaches the city it becomes deep, and 
ſpreads into a capacious lake with indented 
ſhores, where moving with ſolemn flow- 
neſs it puſhes forward to the merchants 
{tores veſſels of great burthen, that are 
employed in inland trade---this ſcene is 
enlarged and enlivened by barges kept for 
pleaſure---they are ſplendid, and beauti- 
fully conſtructed, and ſo numerous, that 
I never could in any one ſituation count 
them exactly.—Its waters, having per- 

D formed 
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formed all theſe friendly offices, are col- 
lected again into one broad and deep chan- 
nel, from which they ruſh with rapid 
impatience through narrow paſlages 
bounded by fteep and rugged rocks, and 
falling in ſeveral places from conſiderable 
heights, with noiſe reſembling diſtant 
thunder, form delightful caſcades in view 
of magnificent palaces, which are built on 
domains of the Emperor, and inhabited 
by Princes of the Blood, or ſuch of the no- 
bility, as he honours with the uſe of them. 
---Below theſe caſcades the waters are re- 
ceived into a large lake, called the Laxs of 
ADMIRATION.---They then begin to diſap- 
pear, and to purſue a winding way 
through wooded mountains of prodigious 
heighth and exquiſite beauty, till they 
reach the ocean. 


Ladies of faſhion in the metropolis ſel- 


dom walk for exerciſe or amuſement, not- 
with- 
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A NARRATIVE, 35 


withſtanding they have ſo many induce- 
ments to it; but appear in public in car- 
riages made in various forms and much 
ornamented. They go on very low wheels, 
and ſome of them have rich canopies.— 
They are drawn by horſes remarkably 
gentle, ſmall, and beautiful, and are always 
followed by one or more domeſtics. 


When a young lady with the advice of 
her parents or guardians has conſented to 
marry, the gentleman, ſo honoured by 
her, is permitted for one month to attend 
her carriage, which has precedence of all 
thoſe, which are followed by domeſtics 
merely---and during the laſt week of that 
month her carriage is followed by empty 
ones, to notify that they are ready for 


thoſe ladies, who are invited to attend the 


nuptials---the whole expence of which, as 

well as every other on the occaſion, is de- 

frayed by the gentleman. _ 
D 2 In 
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In juſtice I muſt obſerve that no women 
in the world make better wives than thoſe 
ladies---and that marriage does not appear 
to greater advantage in any country I have 
ever ſeen---The men are as much diſtin- 
guiſhed by gentle and indulgent manners 
to their wives, as the women are by their 
complacency and ſtrict attention to the will 
of their huſbands.---From theſe ſources 
they derive much happineſs---and for their 
virtues and their happineſs they are much 
indebted to the care that is taken of their 


education---and probably not a little to the 
wiſe laws that are made for regulating 
public amuſements---one of which bears 
{ome reſemblance to card-playing in Eu- 
rope, but differs from it materially in 
ſeveral reſpects.---It is not played with 
cards, for inſtance, but with fine pieces 
of japan, with various figures according 
to the nature of the game.---Nor does what 
is won go into the pocket of the winner, 


but 
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A NARRATIVE, gy 
but towards a fund eſtabliſhed by the Em- 
peror, in the beginning of his reign, for 
relief of the children of unfortunate gen- 
teel families. 


Allow me, madam, ſaid I, to give you 
as particular an account, as I am able, of 


this humane regulation, as it is one of the 


numerous inſtitutions, for which the Em- 
peror {ſo juſtly deſerves to be called the 
Father of his People. 


Every perſon on his firſt admittance to 
the Royal Preſence receives a JewErL, and is 
taxed, at the time of receiving it, with a ſum, 
which makes about twenty pounds of En- 
gliſh money, to be paid annually, and that 
tax 18 appropriated to the purpoſes of the 


_ charitable fund, which I have mentioned. 


At court and at the houſes of thoſe, who 
have a right to go to court, no perſon 1s 
D 3 per- 
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permitted to play at any game, who has 
not received a jewel, nor is any perſon 
permitted to loſe at play in any one year 
more than the amount of the tax---which 
is collected in the following manner--- 
when play 1s ended, the loſer pays the 
ſum he has loſt immediately to the win- 
ner, who, folding it in a paper, on which 
he writes his name, ſends it to a public 
cheſt, called the Cheſt of Humanity, that 
ſtands in the midſt of one of the great 
halls of the Royal Palace, and 1s opened 
at ſtated times by the High Treaſurer, in 
order to ſettle the account, and remove 
the money; in the diſtribution of which 
the greateſt care is taken.---So that while 
a limitation of the ſums, that can be 
loſt in any one year, prevents the ill effects 
of exceſſive gaming, the regulations, un- 
der which the tax is collected, ſerve to 
enliven the play, and to promote every 
good purpoſe of it---and the only diffe- 
0 rence 
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A NARRATIVE.” 39 
rence in regard to money is, whether or 
no the tax is payed gradually by ſmall par- 
tial payments in the courſe of the year, or 
by one larger payment at the end of it. 


In Europe, where exceſſive gaming has 
prevailed for ſuch a length of time, and 
conſequently finds many advocates, it is 
commonly ſaid, that it matters little, what 
is loſt or won in the courſe of the year, as 
at the end of it little more is loſt or won 


than the amount of the cards, &c. but 


admitting that to be the caſe in ſome in- 
ſtances, I will venture notwithſtanding to 
aſſert, that the amuſements of the two 
countries are widely different in ſeveral 
other reſpects, and that great preference 
is due, as well to the mode of play, as to 
the purpoſes of it, in the dominions of my 


| Afiatic Soverei gn.---There it 1s always at- 


tended with genteel manners, and chear- 


fulneſs on both ſides of the table---but in 


D 4 Europe 
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Europe often with diſguſt and anxiety--- 
even the hope of recovering what is loſt is 
allayed by the fear of doubling the evil by 
the hazard.---The moſt habitual coolneſs 


of temper and ſteadineſs of features, ac- 


quired by an European gameiter, can- 
not always conceal theſe paſhons in his 
heart. 


In the dominions of my Aſiatic Sove- 
reign all kinds of play are introduced 
among the people of the higher claſſes for 
moral purpoſes, and are rendered, as 
much as poſſible, games of ſkill and not 
of chance : in order by means of exerciſe 
and amuſement to improve the talents 
given by nature---Accordingly the joy at- 
tending conqueſt ariſes from a conſciouſ- 
neſs of making a judicious and ſucceſsful 
uſe of the japans, that are dealt---ſo that 
mutual compliments and congratulations 
often paſs between winner and loſer, when 

the 
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the former has played good japans with 
{ſkill and ſucceſs, and the latter has made 
a good defence with bad ones.---The com- 
pany are never diſturbed by the angry 
looks or loud words of either : nor are 
their ears offended by ſcurrilous infinua- 
tions.---Mental improvement and huma- 


nity are the objects of play in the one 
country; money is too often the ſole ob- 


ject of it in the other.---And the conſe- 
quences are ſuch as may be naturally ex- 
pected.---In the latter when the fortune 


and family of the loſer are ruined, the 


winner muſt experience in his mind all 
the wretched feelings of a ſucceſsful rob- 
ber ;---1n the former both winner and 
loſer are tranquil and happy, becauſe 


each 1s conſcious that he has offered a ſmall 


and acceptable ſacrifice on the Altar of 


Humanity. 


It 
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It is the with of the Emperor that his 
regulations of amuſements ariſing from 
games, ſhould be conſidered as privileges 


granted to his ſubjects of the higher 
claſſes, and therefore in his Eprer there is 


no mention made of the people of the lower 
orders---the regulations however ſoon de- 
ſcended to them without law merely by 
the force of faſhion and example, and they 
are ſo univerſally adopted, that upon the 
whole the public in all its branches is ex- 
ceedingly benefited. 


He foreſaw that women of rank and 
faſhion in his dominions would receive a 
regulation of amuſements with chearful. 
neſs, becauſe they had no occaſion for 


money, except to purchaſe clothes, and to 


beſtow in acts of generoſity and benefi- 
cence, and had been habituated to f. pend 
the greater part of their time in private 
with a proper degree of reſerve and dig- 


nity 


4 
N 
Vi 
þ 
7 
1 $ 
W 
. 
pt 
1 
+ 
i 
K * 
1 
* + 
% 
2 
nh 
3} 
Pa 
* 
% 
; 
* 
1 
1 
5 
XL 
Aa N 
g 
* 
1 


: 22 ” A 
P * = 


A NARRATIVE. 43 
nity---often employing their hands in 
works of fancy and ingenuity.---The pre- 
ſent venerable Empreſs finds domeſtic 
amuſement in ſuch works, and her ex- 


ample is alone ſufficient to prevent a diſ- 
continuance of them. 


I am much obliged to you, fir, ſaid 
the Lady; and as far as your account of 
things enables me to form an opinion of 
the temper and diſpoſition of your Aſiatic 
Sovereign and his ſubjects, I will venture 
to predict that with Gop's aſſiſtance you 
will make many converts to the Cukis- 
TIAN Fal TH. But from your ſilence, fir, 


and your grave looks I conjecture, that 


you apprehend there are ſome obſtacles in 


your way. 


I think, ſaid I, madam, there are two 
very great ones diſtant indeed at preſent, 
but which, if they ſhould find entrance 

into 
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into the dominions of my revered Prince, 
will probably defeat his noble and humane 
deſign, by rendering the ſoil unfit for the 
feeds of CnrIsTIANITY before they are 
ſown: They are European PRoFANENESS 
and BarzariTy---I have ſpoken in general 
terms: What I mean particularly are the 
contempt, and neglect, and violation of 
the ſolemnities of religion, eſpecially the 
Sabbath, together with that furious ſpirit 
of atheiſm, anarchy, and tyranny, which 
has already corrupted, embroiled, and laid 
waſte the moral and the political world ſa 
extenſively in Europe. 


In Aſia a Mahometan does not think it 
credible that among Chriſtians in Europe 
the day, appointed by their PROPURET 
Jesvs to be kept holy, is diſtinguiſhed 
by card-playing, and other amuſements 
leſs vulgar perhaps than intoxication and 
turbulence, but not leſs ſinful.— Should 

however 
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however the example of ſuch profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity be preſented to the eyes of 
thoſe people, either its doctrines and its 
ſolemnities will be diſcredited and rejected, 
or if they ſhould receive them accom- 
panied with ſuch abuſes, their laſt ſtate 
probably will be worſe than their firſt. 


In fact irreligion 1s the ſource of Euro- 
pean barbarity, and of all the evils and 
calamities, with which this quarter of the 
world is vilited.---The people, among 
whom they commenced, firſt ridiculed 
and neglected the forms and the ſolemni- 
ties of religion---next they rejected religion 
itſelf---they then queſtioned the very exiſ- 
tence and Providence of God, who is the 
Author of religion---and when their minds 
were thus prepared for cruelty, their pro- 
greſs towards it was certain and rapid.--- 
The nations around them foreſaw it, but 
could not prevent it----ſuddenly and for a 


hort. 
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ſhort ſpace of time their conſultations and 
their tumults darkened the whole political 
horizon of the world---Clouds of malig- 
nant quality and unuſual appearance hung 


over it---The tempeſt ſoon broke forth and 


raged---Their monarch was ſentenced to 
death by a tribunal compoſed of traitors 
and aſſaſſins, who meditating murder 
pretended to act under the rules and forms 
of juſtice Order and ſubordination were 
deſtroyed---and the very names of things, 
which religion and antiquity had rendered 
venerable, were changed, that the original 
uſe and intention of them might be oblite- 
rated and forgotten.---Of the innocent ; 
thoſe, who fled for perſonal ſafety, were 


proſcribed and deprived of property ; and 
_ thoſe, who remained at home, were liable 


every hour to loſe their lives by the dagger 
of the aſſaſſin, or the axe of the execu- 
tioner. 


Such 
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Such was the horrid ſtate of things 
among themſelves ; but the perpetrators 
of theſe cruelties ſoon found their own 
country too narrow for the work they had 
undertaken.---Their barbarity, it ſeems, 
in order to be perfect, muſt be compre- 
henſive and univerſal.---The monſters ac- 
cordingly declared war, not only againſt 
Moxazcus and Monarcnits, but againſt 


all xsTABLISHED AUTHORITIES Of every 


kind, and pledged themſelves by accurſed. 


and abominable oArns to aſſiſt every 
where in executing the Mrrcitess Dz- 


CREE. 


Their numbers, their knowledge of arts 
and arms, and their ſucceſſes (ſo Hzaven 
PERMITTED it to be) rendered them for- 
midable.---Alliances were therefore made 
againſt them, and negociations were tried, 
but they failed,---Who can recount the 
diſaſtrous eyents that followed ? The very 


number 


A 
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number of them exceeds my power of 
recollection the earth has been delu ged 
with blood. But the frenzy, Which has 
ſeized the minds of men, is much more 
dreadful than the carnage, which has been 
made of their hodies---M1llions, who were 
worſhippers of God, and friendly to the 
human race, are become atheiſts and mur- 
derers---hypocrites and oppreflors---pre- 
tending FRATERNAL Love in order to de- 
ceive- and corrupting by ſpecious argu- 
ment, before they attempt to ſubdue by 
the ſword. 


Language may give an outline of this 
dreadful convulſion in the moral and po- 


htical world, but the pen of the ableſt hiſ- 
torian cannot finiſh the picture.---The 
fever, occaſioned in the blood of a tortured 
criminal under the hotteſt ſun of noon-day 
within the tropics, is exceeded by the 
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A NARRATIVE. 49 
preſent ferment of the human mind in 
Europe and its dependencies, 


I hope, madam, ſaid I, you will excuſe 
the warmth, with which I have mentioned 
this dreadful ſubject :---for I not only feel 
for the ſufferings of mankind in Europe, 
but from a progreſs of the barbarity, 
which involves them in ruin, I anticipate 
with deep concern the prevention, or ex- 
cluſion, or corruption of Chriſtianity 
among a people, who with circumſtances 
leſs unfavourable, might under Providence 
be a means of preſerving it pure in one 


part of the world, while its adverſaries are 


labouring to diſcredit and deſtroy it in ſo 
many others. 


I ought indeed, fir, ſaid the Lady, to 
excuſe you, for no perſon can think of 
the ſubject with more pain and anxiety 
than I do.---But I am often relieved and 
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comforted by reflecting, that God is all 
ſufficient, and that whatever aſpect human 
affairs may have, or unfavourable turn 
they may take, we ought not to give way 
to deſpondency, but endeavour in every 
ſituation of things to perform the duties 
required of us. 


After a pauſe of a few minutes, ſhe re- 
newed the converſation, and ſaid to me 
with a chearful and animated counte- 
nance ; fir, you muſt not ſink under de- 
ſpondency, as the work, in which you 
are engaged is of a moral and religious 
nature---for in every ſuch caſe, any de- 
gree of ſucceſs, even the ſmalleſt, bears 
ſome, perhaps indeed in its conſequences, 
very great value.---And therefore zealous 
perſeverance and ſanguine hopes are al- 


lowable in ſuch caſes; while things, 


merely of a worldly nature muſt be pro- 
jected and conducted by the rules of com- 
mon 
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mon prudence and probability alone: and 
I think, fir, there is another good reaſon, 


why in your particular ſituation, you 


ought not to admit deſpondency.---Your 
ASIATIC SovEREIGN is wiſe, and benign, 
and beloved by his people---May you not 
then reaſonably hope that he will take 
ſuch meaſures, as, humanly ſpeaking, are 
neceſſary for the defence of his dominions 
againſt the principles of profeſſed Arurzisrs 
and AnaRcuisTs, and the aggreſſions of 
MERCILESS ARMIES Compoſed of deſperate 
ruffians, who are detached and eſtranged 
from their own country, and in their ſyſ- 
tematic and furious purſuit of plunder and 
power, invade without colour or pretence 
of juſtice, the territories of every nation, 
that 1s within their reach. 


Doubtleſs, madam, faid I, I may rea- 


ſonably entertain that hope, eſpecially as 


before Ileft Aſia, he had made vaſt prepa- 


E 2 rations 
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rations both by ſea and land, in which he 
was moſt cordially ſupported by ſuch of 
his ſubjects (and they were a great majo- 
rity) as were ſenſible of the value of the 
excellent conſtitution, in which he pre- 
ſides with ſuch wiſdom, goodneſs, and 

magnanimity.---[See Appendix, C.] 


You have ſtrengthened me, fir, ſaid the 
Lady, in my opinion, that you ought not 
in your preſent undertaking to ſubmit to 
deſpondency.--- 


I thanked her very ſincerely for her good 
advice, and aſſured her that I would, with 
God's aſſiſtance, endeavour to follow it.--- 
I then reminded her of the books ſhe had 
mentioned---She ſaid, ſhe had ordered them 
to be left for me at my lodgings.---She then 
gave me two letters for my peruſal---one 
of them a copy of a letter, ſhe had writ- 
ten to a friend on the SapBATu=---the other 


al 
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an original letter, his anſwer, with a Pa- 
PER annexed to it. When you have read 
them, fir, ſaid ſhe, and conſidered them, 
I ſhall beg the favour of you to give me 
your opinion of the letter of my friend, and 
of the paper annexed to it.---My friend died 
ſhortly after he had writ it.---She pauſed 
a little and dropped a tear.---In regard, fir, 
{aid ſhe, to the letter I writ to him, if it 
has any value, it is becauſe it has reference 
to his, and occaſioned it to be written. 


The next time I had the honour of ſee- 
ing her, Ilaid the letters and the paper an- 
nexed to them upon her table, and ſaid I 
had read them with pleafure, and hoped to 
profit by them, and that I wiſhed to have 
copies of them. 


I am glad, fir, ſaid ſhe, that they have 
in any degree anſwered your expectation, 
and as you deſire it, you may have copies 
E 3 of 
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of them.---There is a young perſon in my 
houſe, who can tranſcribe them in a fair 
and legible hand.---That, ſaid I, would be 
a very limited publication of them, when 
perhaps at an expence, which a tolerable 
ſale of them would defray, they might be 


printed and offered to the public at 
large. 


If you, fir, ſaid ſhe, would take the 
trouble of writing a narrative of what you 
have ſo obligingly at different times re- 
lated to me concerning the Aſiatic Prince 
and his ſubjects, and of printing and pub- 
liſhing it together with the letter of my 
deceaſed friend, and the paper annexed to 
it, they would, I think, be well received 
by the public.---They might ſerve to 
amuſe ſome people, and to inſtruct others. 
But as to my letter, if it ſhould happen 
to be brought before the critics of this 
country, who are in their own right a lite- 


rary 
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rary tribunal of vaſt extent and authority, 
they would immediately pronounce it to 
be, what I could not deny it to be, the 
letter of an old woman.---However, fir, if 
you ſhould hereafter be of opinion, that a 
publication of ſuch a narrative as I have 
ſuggeſted to you, together with the letter 
of my deceaſed friend, and the paper an- 
nexed to it, might be either uſeful to a few 
worthy individuals, or acceptable to the 
public at large, you may publiſh my letter 
with them, but without mention of my 
name, and not 'till after ny death. 


The conditions, which you preſcribe, 


madam, ſaid I, with regard to your letter 
are hard; but you have a right to pre- 
ſcribe, and I ſhall ftrictly comply with 
them.---Why, ſir, ſaid ſhe, do you think 
my conditions hard ?---Becauſle, ſaid I, ma- 


dam, if at any time a narrative of what I 
have related ſhould be publiſhed together 
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with the letters, &c. the whole by com- 
plying with your injunction will be de- 
prived of the advantage of a favourable 
introduction to the world, and the Editor 


muſt forego the credit of preſenting to the 
public view a 


The Lady was much affected by what I 
ſaid, and looked grave.---A ſervant an- 
nounced the arrival of viſiters, which hap- 
pily put an end to our embarraſſment. 


* The Editor would be extremely happy 
to be able to fill up the blank, left by the 
author; 
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author ; as well with the character as with 
the name of the Lady, whom he has 
mentioned with ſo much reſpect in ſeve- 
ral parts of his narrative; but no one 
circumſtance has yet been diſcovered 
among his papers, that ſerves to lead to a 
probable conjecture of her name, except 
the following words written by him with 


his own hand on the margin near the copy 


of the letter, which ſhe had written to her 
friend in regard to the Sabbath, viz. _ 


T abbor flattery---It is deceit accompanied 
with meaneſs and cunning on the part of 
the per/on, who offers it, and 15 a 2rofs in- 
ſult to the perſon, to whom it is offered--- 
for it carries with it a ſuppoſition, that the 
perſon, to whom it is offered, is proud, or 
Vain, Or Aupid, and 1s either incapable of 
aylinguiſhing truth from falſehood, or prefers 
tbe latter to the former. 


In 
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In my Cloſet, at the diſlance of many 
thouſand miles from every perſon within the 
Britiſh Empire, it cannot be flattery to write 
with my Pen, what if I were able, I might 
truly proclaim to the whole world with my 
ToxnGur, vis. 


THAT THE GOOD DEEDS OF THE 
WRITER OF THIS LETTER WILL 
OUTLIVE THE MONUMENT, THAT 
SHALL RECORD THEM. 


THAT HER MATERNAL TENDER- 


NESS FOR THE INNOCENT AND 


MOST HELPLESS, AND HER GOD- 
LIKE COMPASSION FOR THE WEAK- 
EST AND MOST WRETCHED OF 
THE HUMAN RACE WILL NEVER 
BE FORGOTTEN. 


AND THAT POSTERITY MAY 


WELL DOUBT THAT ANY PERSON 
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IN THIS AGE POSSESSED SO MUCH 
HUMANITY AND PIETY, AND SHONE 
WITH SUCH SUPERIOR LUSTRE IN 


THE MORAL WORLD. 
— — — 


EXTRACTS FROM THE LETTER, 


WHICH THE LADY, MENTIONED IN 
THE NARRATIVE, WRIT TO HER [ 
FRIEND ON THE SABBATH. ö 
| 

SIR, f 

| 
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eee Having no more to commu- 
nicate to you on the buſineſs, with which 
you entruſted me in your laſt letter, I now 
aſſure you, that all your friends here, 
among whom I take pride in ſtanding fore- 
moſt, are extremely ſorry to receive ſuch 
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unfavourable accounts of your health, 
but we hope that the gout, which 1s your 


principal complaint, and is often as ſud- 


den in its departure as in its approach, 
will ſoon take leave of you, and allow you 
to uſe that kind of exerciſe, which is ſo 
neceſſary for your general health, 


At preſent, I am very particularly inte- 
reſted in your ſpeedy recovery ; for I am 
involved in difficulties, out of which I 
have no doubt you will do your utmoſt to 
extricate me. 


From the alarm I have given, you will 
conclude perhaps, that my houſe has been 
burned, or that my little improvements, 
with which I am ſo often amuſed, have been 
injured, or that ſome perſon in a whiſper 


has ſaid a worſe thing of me than I de- 


ſerve. 


I am 
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I am thankful to Almighty God, (and I 
never can be ſufficiently thankful to him) 
that none of theſe things have happened 
to me: but I am threatened with a matter 
much worſe in many reſpects.---Several 
perſons, fir, whom I never ſuſpected of 
evil deſigns, have confederated and com- 
bined, I fear, to deprive me of very valu- 
able things, of which I have had quiet 
poſſeſſion for a conſiderable part of my 
life ; and if they cannot deprive me of 
them, it is evidently their intention to 
moleſt and diſturb me. 


As I am adviſed by able council, and as 
I verily believe, that I have a juſt and good 


title to them, it is my duty to defend the 


poſſeſſion, while I am able, and to call 
on my honeſt neighbours to aſſiſt me, ra- 


ther than ſubmit to ſo cruel and lawleſs an 


attempt. 


The 
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The principles of my religion are the 
things, of which they would deprive me; 
and I truſt, that by my conduct through 
the courſe of a long life, I have put it in 
your power to believe, that I am ſincere 
in declaring, that they are infinitely dearer 
to me, that my apparel or my jewels, or 
any other thing I poſſeſs in this world. 


Theſe enemies of my happineſs, (for 
ſuch I muſt deem them) have already gone 
ſo far as to tell me in plain terms, that I 
muſt, and that I ought, as well for my 
own eaſe and comfort, as for their ſatis- 
faction, totally to ſurrender ſome of my 
religious principles, and that there are 
others, which if I ſhould hold, I muſt 
conſider them as held, not on the ground 
of right, but merely as matters of favour 
and indulgence, and on the condition, 
that I ſhall occupy and uſe them in ſuch 
a man- 
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a manner as can give no offence to any of 
my neighbours. 


I aſked them repeatedly, whether the 


SaBBATH, were one of the things, which I 
muſt expect to hold by ſo precarious and 
limited a tenure.---They anſwered with 


one voice, that it was; and that they could 


prove by variety of evidence, that I had no 
right whatſoever to its ceremonies or privi- 
leges---But with God's aſſiſtance I will en- 
deavour to the utmoſt to maintain princi- 
ples, under which 1 live happily myſelf, 
and contribute, as far as I am able, to the 
happineſs of others.---And [ truſt that nei- 
ther perſuaſion nor example ſhall induce 


me to relinquiſh, nor force me to ſur- 
render them. -Such conduct on my part 


would afford to the enemy too eaſy a con- 


queſt, and render him more inſolent and 
oppreſſive. 


I maſt 
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_ I muſt not however in ſuch a conteſt 
rely merely on my own reſources : eſpe- 
cially as the mode of argumentative and 
controverſial war is changed, and hoſtili- 
ties againſt religion and its inſtitutions are 
now carried on 1n a new way ; not as for- 
merly by flow and regular approaches, but 
by unexpected and ſudden manceuvres ; fo 


that the wars of controverſy are become as 


difficult, as thoſe of arms.---And ſkill and 
courage mult ſometimes yield to inceſſant 


tkirmithing and ſuperior numbers. 


As the SABBATH is one of the main for- 
treſſes of religion, the force of the enemy 
is often directed againſt it by various artful 
teints and modes of attack. 


At one time, he admits that on obſer- 
vance of the duties of it might be profit- 
able, if it were practicable; but denies the 


obſervance of them to be practicable, and 
im- 
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immediately concludes with an air of tri- 
umph, that God never could have given a 
command for the obſervance of them, 
being too wiſe, and good, and juſt, to 
command a thing to be done, which from 
its nature it is impoſſible to do. 


It is impoſſible, he ſays, to pray and to 
ſoar in the Heavenly regions during the 


whole Sabbath-day.---The human mind 


is not capable of ſuch an exertion ; and 
therefore it cannot be made a duty. 


At another time, he grants, that ſocial 
intercourſe, by viſiting one another occa- 
ſionally on the Sabbath-day, for the pur- 
poſes of religion and humanity, is a pro- 
per method of ſpending a part of the day, 
when it anſwers the ends propoſed by it ; 
but, as that is very ſeldom the caſe, it is 
better to avoid ſuch intercourſe entirely.--- 


He laments, with an affectation of pity and 


F paety, 


IT, 
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piety, that the time is uſually ſpent in the 
propagation of ſcandal.---As a friend, 
ſeemingly, to good morals and good order 
in ſociety, he obſerves with a grave coun- 
tenance, that all abuſes of amuſements 
and diverſions of every kind ought indeed 


at all times to be prevented or puniſhed ; 


but ſays, he can ſee no reaſon, why if 
brought under reſtraints and duly regu- 
lated, they ſhould be prohibited on the 
Sabbath-day, eſpecially as they are much 
leſs culpable and much leſs injurious to 
ſociety, than ſullen and uſeleſs indo- 
lence at home, or ſcandalous converſation 


abroad. 


When argument 1s exhauſted, he has 
recourſe to matter of fact and precedent, 


and as a man of the world, condeſcends to 


inform you, that, for ſuch reaſons as he 
has mentioned, amuſements on the Sab- 
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bath-day are not only tolerated, but li- 
cenſed in other countries. 


By ſuch attacks I have been often an- 
noyed and harraſſed, but never yet totally 
ſubdued. 


As a human being and a member of the 
church of Chriſt, I reſolutely claim my 
right to the Sabbath-day, and to all the 


doctrines, privileges, and inſtitutions of the ; 
| goſpel, that great charter of the Divine 
Mercy---which every Chriſtian is required l 
to underſtand, as far as he has ability and 
opportunity. 1 


On theſe general grounds, and on the 
ground of that friendſhip, which has long ; 
ſubſiſted between us, I apply to you, fir, 1 
for your aſſiſtance under the difficulties I 1 

have mentioned ; and entreat you to give 
me, as ſoon as your ſtate of health will 1 
WS. allow 1 
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allow it, ſuch an account of the inſtitution 
of the Sabbath, and of the duties an- 


nexed to it, as you may judge moſt pro- 
per for me in my preſent ſituation. 


In the mean time, I beg leave to ſubmit 
to you the ideas I have long entertained of 
it, in order to enable you to judge in what 
particular points I am moſt weak and de- 
ficient.---A petitioner : ſeldom aſks a favour 
without {painful apprehenſions of a re- 
fuſal; but that is not my caſe.---I alk with 
confidence and full hope of ſucceſs; know- 
ing that friendſhip diſpoſes you, and that 


the high ſenſe, you have of paſtoral duty, 


obliges you to aſſiſt me. 


I have already made this letter a very 
long one.---Let my apology be, that my 
mind is much engaged by the ſubject of it. 
---If to what I have written I ſhould im- 
med liately add what I may have to write, it 


might 
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might prove very troubleſome, as well to 
me, who have a feeble hand and am a flow 
writer, as to you, who are frequently in 
7 fits of pain, and might poſſibly at the 
| moment of openin g my letter be an im- 
jd Patient reader. Rather therefore than fa- 
| tigue myſelf, and probably diſtreſs you, I 

[2 will diſpatch what I have written, and in 
ö the courſe of a few days, if I ſhould re- 


ceive a favourable account of your health, 
. I will ſend one or more ſupplements. N 
5 I am, &c. 

: ——— = — — —— 

0 SUPPLEMENTS. 

An interruption of writing has occa- 


ſioned ſuch an interruption of my 1 
F3 thoughts, ? 
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thoughts, that I am under the neceſſity 
of claiming the privilege of writing in- 
coherently, allowed to women by our late 
worthy old friend, ——, whoſe ſound- 
neſs of judgment and goodneſs of heart, 
you uſed to admire as much, as you con- 
demned his bluntneſs of manners. 


I own I am very differently affected by 
the different characters and, apparently, 
different motives of people, who either 
queſtion our general obligation to obſerve 
the Sabbath, or expreſs diſapprobation of 


the manner, in which we are commanded 
to obſerve it. 


For thoſe, who enter into ſerious ar- 
gument on the ſubject for the ſake of in- 
formation and inſtruction, I feel that kind 
of pity, which I have for the lame or the 


blind, and am ready to aſſiſt them to the 


utmoſt of my power. I feel pity likewiſe, 
ET but 
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but not of the ſame kind, or in the ſame 
degree, for thoſe, who having been ſeduced 
into occaſional violations or neglects of the 
Sabbath by a love of pleaſure and amuſe- 
ment, and by the force of faſhionable ex- 
ample, will of courſe be tempted ſome- 
times to queſtion and diſcredit opinions, 
which they had in ſome meaſure deſerted. 
Such people may be ſaid to be in a ſtate 
of ſpiritual neutrality, or only half cor- 
rupted.---And as they have not entirely 
deſerted the principles, againſt which they 
have been tempted at particular times to 
act, charitable attention and pity are due 
to them, eſpecially where they ſhew any 
ſymptoms of reformation---But when the 
Vicious and abandoned, without a wiſh to 
reform themſelves, take an active part in 
deceiving and corrupting others, my 1n- 
dignation naturally riſes againſt them, and 
I heartily wiſh for the preſence and aſ- 
ſiſtance of ſome able combatant, to re- 
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buke their preſumption, and mortify their 
pride by convincing them of their igno- 
Tance. 


I am altogether at a loſs, how to ex- 
preſs my feelings, when I hear that cer- 
tain female perſonages devote the evening 
of the Lord's Day to card-playing ; eſpe- 
cially when I confider, that their cha- 
racters in every other reſpect would invite 
a heathen or a deiſt to the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity---that they poſſeſs underſtand- 
ing ſufficient to make ſubjects of the moſt 
fublime and intereſting kind entertaining 
to them; and that they are eminently 
qualified by nature, education, and rank, 
to become bright examples of Chriſtian 
conduct, and to promote by their influence 
a belief of the principles and a practice of 
the precepts of the Chriſtian doctrine. 


Their 
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Their deviation (if I could find a milder 
word, I would make uſe of it in ſpeaking 
of their error) fills me with amazement 
and melancholy---Ir grieves me that their 
influence, which on other occaſions is ca- 
pable of drawing general attention and 
forming great circles, ſhould be exerted 
on the Lord's Day in violating and ſabvert- 
ing his command for the obſervance of it, 
by pleading the weakneſs of human nature, 
or queſtioning the extent and authority of 
the Divine Laws. 


The following arguments, and the infe- 
rences drawn from them, in regard to the 
SABBATH, appear to me to be juſt and con- 
cluſive, and have hitherto, with the Di- 
vine aſſiſtance, guarded me againſt the in- 
ſidious ſophiſms and imperious dictates of 
corrupt and ſuperficial preceptors.---I hope 


you will add to them where they are de- 
fective; 
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fective; and correct them where they are 
erroneous. 


The more we contemplate the works of 
the Creator, and the more accurately and 
intenſely we reaſon upon them, the more 
clearly we are convinced of the exiſtence, 
eternity, power, wiſdom, goodneſs, and 
juſtice of a Firſt and Supreme Being, who 
made all things, and adminiſters them 
uniformly and conſtantly, either by ori- 
ginal and immediate exertions of Sovereign 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, or by 
means delegated to ſubordinate agents, who 
become inſtruments in executing his will, 
both in the material and intellectual world. 


Admitting the truth of theſe principles 
(and none, I believe, but the fool, will 
preſume in his heart to queſtion it) it is 
plain, that when God, who 1s perfect him- 
ſelf, and deſigns perfection in all his 

works, 
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works, requires obedience from rational 
creatures ; that is, from moral beings or 
free agents, whoſe happineſs muſt, in a 
great meaſure, depend on their own con- 
duct, he requires, as well in goodneſs as 
in juſtice, the utmoſt degree of it, of which 
they are capable ; whether that obedience 
is to conſiſt in doing what he commands 
to be done, or in forbearing to do what he 
forbids to be done.---If therefore they leave 
undone thoſe things, which they ought to 
have done, or if they do thoſe things, 
which they ought not to do, there is no 
health in them.---Guilt, which is the mo- 
ral diſeaſe of the ſoul, immediately takes 
place.---The Divine Authority is neglected 
and deſpiſed ; and their omiſſions, as well 
as their tranſgreſſions, are culpable ; not 
equally ſo, perhaps in any two caſes : for 
the degree of guilt muſt always depend 
on a great variety of circumſtances, which 
the Divine Wiſdom and goodneſs alone can 


tho- 
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thoroughly compare and balance; and of 
which therefore God, who is the Searcher 


of hearts, has reſerved and poſtponed the 
full and final cognizance to a day ap- 


pointed for general judgment, when every 


thing that is hidden, ſhall be brought to 


light; and everlaſting happineſs or miſery 


ſhall be decreed by the Sovereign Judge to 
every man according to his works. 


Hence then we may clearly diſcover the 
authority and extent of the Divine Laws, 
and the nature and meaſure of Human 
obedience. 


By every idea, which reaſon enables us 
to form of God and his attributes, we are 
warranted in concluding, that He 1s wiſe 
and good, and conſequently juſt, for his 
juſtice is the exerciſe of his wiſdom and 
goodneſs ---But we are not authoriſed by 
any arguments or concluſions of reaſon to 


ſuppoſe, 
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ſuppoſe, and much leſs to aſſert, that any 
vne of his attributes will be exerted in- 
conſiſtently with another of them.---And 
therefore, though under the light of reaſon 
we muſt wiſh, and may hope, for mercy. 
yet we cannot under that light claim it as 
a relaxation of juſtice, or aſcertain the 
means and the meaſures of it. To reve- 
lation alone then, which 1s an authorita- 
tive diſcloſure of the Divine Will, we muſt 
be indebted for an aſſurance of it. [See Ap- 
pendix, D.] God has accordingly offered 
the means of it, through Jeſus Chriſt, and 
has reſerved to Divine Wiſdom and power 
the application and the meaſures of it. 


Omniſcience, and perfect goodneſs, and 
omnipotence alone can reconcile mercy 


with ſtrict juſtice; and perhaps in the mind 


of the Deity mercy, or a relaxation of the 


authority of his laws, is the perfection of 
his juſtice. 


Let 
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Let not then human beings, with limited 
reaſon, and unbounded paſſions, which 
darken and perplex that reaſon, preſume to 
enter into the deep and eternal ſecrets of in- 
finite wiſdom and power.---The attempt 
muſt be as vain as it is preſumptuous; but 
that is not the worlſt ; for by a daring and 
too near an approach to the light, they 
may be blinded, and when left in dark- 
neſs may interpret the law of Heaven 
to their own deception and ruin. 


By that law the Sabbath was decreed, 
and proclaimed on earth with awful ſolem- 
nity in different ages of the world.---I ac- 
cept the inſtitution with veneration and 
gratitude, and am very thankful that 
though the ſpecial evidences of its Divine 
Authority and the particular circumſtances 
of its appointment begin to decay in my 
head, the impreſſions, they once made on 
my heart, are till alive in it. 

Holding 
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Holding ſuch ſentiments, I muſt reſpect 
and revere all human laws, that are made 
for regulating and enforcing the obſer- 
vance of it, ſo far as they are agreeable to 
the Laws of God, by which it was origi- 
nally appointed, and at different times re- 
newed.---And not ſeeing that any perſon, 
or number of perſons, now on earth, are 
authoriſed to relax the obligation and du- 
ties of the inſtitution, or to make any eſ- 
ſential change in the modes preſcribed for 
obſerving it, I acquieſce and rejoice in the 


ordinance, as one of the beſt Gifts of 
Heaven, 


I wiſh earneſtly therefore for a review 
and revival of the valuable knowledge it 
conveys to the mind, at a time eſpecially, 
when general hoſtilities are commenced 
againſt Chriſtianity.---Indeed till this was 
the caſe, I was more accuſtomed to reflect 
on the benefits ariſing from it, than on 


the 
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the objections made againſt it and here 


how ſpacious and delightful a field is 
opened for meditation !---What, for in- 
ſtance, were the purpoſes of the inſtitu- 
tion ?---To avow our belief, that there is a 
God, to proclaim his glory, and to pro- 
mote our own happineſs.---And are theſe 
to be treated as things of a trivial na- 
ture, or 1s too much time allotted for 


them ? 


Let us calculate.---Deduct from one day 
in ſeven the number of hours, which are 
neceſſary for refreſhment, exerciſe, and 
ſleep : will the hours, which remain, be 
too many for an effectual performance of 
the duties both private and public, which 
the Sabbath requires? Or mall we in 
one of theſe hours acknowled ge the good- 
neſs of God to be boundleſs, and in ano- 
ther of them aſſert, that the time ap- 
pointed for expreſſing our gratitude and 

praiſe, 
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praiſe, and thankſgiving to him ought 
to be limited? 


We lament that we have weak reaſon 
and ſtrong paſſions, and that we are 
daily and hourly committing faults, of 
which we cannot expect forgiveneſs, but 
on ſuch a recollection and penitential re- 
view of them, as may render us fit objects 
of the mercy offered through Chriſt.--- 
Shall then a few hours of the Sabbath be 
deemed too many for a recollection of all 
theſe things? And ſhall our ſuperfluous 
hours be ſpent in anuuſements ? 


Amuſements of the moſt innocent kind 
cannot aſſiſt us in ſo difficult and exten- 
ſive a work.---Conſidered in themſelves 
and with regard to time and place they 
may be harmleſs : but amidſt the proper 
buſineſs of the Sabbath-hours they cannot 
be uſeful to us; for they draw our attention 

(T5 power- 
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powerfully to preſent objects, and inſtead 
of recalling to our minds things, that are 
paſt, eſpecially where they bring pain and 
ſorrow along with them, they ſerve to 
obliterate and hide them from us. 


Admitting it to be a fact, that ſome 
people from natural conſtitution, or ha- 
bit, or both, cannot join in public wor- 
ſhip, or meditate in private with that fer- 
vor and conſtancy, which the Sabbatlr 
requires, ſurely it is not neceſſary that they 
thould on that account reſort to amuſe- 
ments; for if they cannot continue to ſoar 
in the Heavenly regions (I make uſe of 
their own language) they may deſcend 
from them for other purpoſes, and find on 
earth enough to exerciſe their bodies, and 
employ their minds, in a manner, which 
will afford real and fafe pleaſure to every 
rational Chriſtian, and be perfectly con- 

ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with the more ſolemn obſervance 
of the day. 


The poor may viſit and comfort one 
another by Chriſtian and friendly conver- 
ſation.— The rich may lay up treaſure in 
Heaven.---They may viſit the widow and 
the fatherleſs, and find probably helpleſs 
oLD AGE Or NEGLECTED MERIT, in ſome 
one of the retired and gloomy walks of 
humanity.---On ſuch occaſions it muſt 
animate them, and add to their happineſs 
to reflect on the example of the Saviour 
of the human race, and the Lord of the 
Sabbath, who ſearched for objects of his 
love and care. Hr wENT ABOUT DOING 


GOOD. 


Whatever then our capacities or our 
means may be, we may employ them 
properly and ſufficiently on the Sabbath- 
day, without reſorting to amuſements in- 

G 2 conſiſtent 
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conſiſtent with the ſolemnities and duties 
of it.---And whatever our hopes or our 
fears are, we are not to expect pardon of 
ſin from an imaginary relaxation of the 
authority of God's laws, or on any other 
ground indeed, than his aſſured mercy 
offered to ſinners, through the ſufferings 
and merits of Jeſus Chriſt, which with 
terms or conditions, namely, faith and re- 
pentance, to be performed on their part, 
form a covenant between them and their 
offended Creator- --proceeding originally 
from the mercy of God, ratified by the 
blood of the Son of God, and conſe- 
quently ſecured in its full extent to man, 
provided he will do his part, and avail 
himſelf of the terms it offers. 


If of ourſelves we are too weak to 
perform theſe terms, God will aſſiſt us, 
if we alk his aſſiſtance in the way he has 
appointed,---Human weakneſs therefore is 
a good 
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a good reaſon for applying to God for 
aſſiſtance, but no reaſon at all for at- 
tempting to relax and bring down the 
authority of his laws to our own con- 
ceptions of juſtice and to our fears of 
puniſhment. 


Can we then in the whole extent of 
human ideas and human reaſoning find 
ſo happy a concluſion, as the goſpel af- 
fords in an affurance, ſupported by the 
irreſiſtible evidence of Heaven through a 
ſeries of ages, that if we will enter into 
God's covenant of mercy through Chriſt, 
and ſeriouſly endeavour to perform our 
part of it, we may hope to enter into 
eternal life. 


In anſwer to thoſe, who aſſert that 
company or ſocial intercourſe on the Sab- 
bath-day is generally attended with ſcan- 
dalous converfation, which common amuſe- 
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ments might prevent, and that diverſions; 
and amuſements abroad are leſs injurious 
to ſociety, than ſullen ſilence and uſeleſs 


1ndolence at home, I will put two caſes, 


and leave it to themſelves to make the 
application in particular inſtances. 


One of the caſes 1s, that a perſon ac- 
cuſed before a court of juſtice, the pro- 
ceedings of which are conducted with 
integrity and good common ſenſe, ſhould 


attempt to excuſe or juſtify what he had 
done by pleading that he had gone to a 


neighbour's houſe with an honeſt inten- 
tion of paying a juſt debt, and that in- 
ſtead of doing ſo, he- had committed the 
action now laid to his charge as a 
crime. 


The other caſe is, that a perſon accuſed 
before ſuch a court, as I have deſcribed, 
ſhould attempt to juſtify or excuſe what 

| he 
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he had done by obſerving, that if he had 
not committed the crime, with which he 
is charged, he might at the very ſame 
time in ſome other place have committed 
a much higher crime, perhaps with greater 
Privacy. N 


May I not now aſk every violater or ne- 
glecter of Sabbath duties, what difference 
there is between the reaſons and excuſes 
they offer, and the principles on which 
theſe ſuppoſed caſes are argued ? 


If it be a fact, that diverſions and amuſe- 
ments on the Sabbath-day are licenſed in 
other countries, it is truly a melancholy 
one, and I truſt that an authoriſed profa- 
nation of it will never appear in any 
country, on which the full light of the 
goſpel ſhines.— The people of fuch a 
G4 country 
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country can have little, I truſt, to ap- 
prehend from the precedent. 


I am, &c. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE ANSWER 
TO THE FOREGOING LETTER. 


Madam, I have payed due atten- 
tion to your commands reſpecting, &c. 


Accept, I entreat you, my moſt grateful 
thanks for your friendly attentions, par- 
ticularly during my late indiſpoſition. 


The letter and ſupplements, with which 
you have been pleaſed to honour me, did 
not, I beg leave to aſſure you, find me an 
impatient reader---nor were they peeviſhly 

thrown 
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thrown aſide ;---on the contrary, I re- 
peatedly peruſed them, and in every pe- 
ruſal felt all the pleaſure and ſatisfaction, 
which it was poſſible for me to experience 
in reading ſo affecting a letter upon ſo 
melancholy a ſubject.—-It is indeed in itſelf 
truly melancholy, but becomes much 
more ſo to me, when it is connected in my 
mind with certain other circumſtances, and 
is conſidered as one of the many ſymptoms 
of that general ruin, with which, I fear, 
the whole moral, and Chriſtian, and po- 
litical world is threatened, 


The bodily indiſpoſition, from which 
I am not yet recovered, may at this mo- 
ment perhaps increaſe the force of my 
apprehenſ1ons---but it was not originally 
the cauſe of thena---for I have long en- 
tertained them, and in my very beſt ſtate 
of health have felt the force of them on 
ſeveral occaſions to ſuch a degree, that I 
have 
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have been frequently and irreſiſtibly led to 
forebode an approach, of great and unuſual 
calamities. 


You perceive, madam, that my mind 


has been pretty much in uniſon with 
yours ; and that I was not quite unpre- 


pared for an attentive peruſal of the 
letters, &c. with which you honoured 
me. 


I beg leave to aſſure you, that I ſhall 
have great pleaſure in obeying your 
commands on this occaſion to the ut- 
moſt of my power; and as the main ſub- 
ject of your letter is cloſely connected 
with the cauſe of the apprehenſions, 
which I have taken the liberty of diſ- 
cloſing to you, you have a double aſſu- 
rance, that I will give it the very beſt 
zonſideration, of which I am capable. 


7 — I know 
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I know that they, who forebode evils, 
are in ſome caſes ſuſpected of wiſhing 
them to come to paſs, and that on that 
account it 1s deemed no proof of diſcre- 
tion to ſpeak of ſuch things.---I know 
however at the ſame time, that my heart 
never harboured ſuch an inhuman wiſh, 
and that the only motive I ever had for 
expreſſing an apprehenſion of approach- 
ing evils, was to ſuggeſt, or to call upon 
others to ſuggeſt ſuch means, as might be 
moſt likely to prevent them---and in 
doing ſo, I hope I ſhall be juſtified by 
the old maxim, that prevention is better 
than remedy. 


I ſhall now avail myſelf of the exam- 
ple you have given, and conclude my 
letter with a promiſe of one or more Sup- 


plements, and an humble affurance that | 
| I Am,, &c. 


SUP- 
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SUPPLEMENTS. 


My health mends daily and my ſpirits 
grow better, but I find no abatement of 
the ſerious apprehenſions, which I men- 
tioned to you in my laſt letter---nor ſhall I, 
I fear, find any, till the cauſes of them are 
removed. 


If the evils I forebode ſhould come to 
paſs, I fear that in their progreſs they will 


reſemble a fire, which breaks out in a great 


city.---In its commencement it may be 
ſuppreſſed ; but if it once has made con- 
ſiderable progreſs, all attempts to ſtop it 
prove vain and uſeleſs.---It ſpreads in every 
quarter, rages and devours---and is at 
length extinguiſhed when the materials, 
which fed its fury, are conſumed, 


The 


A NARRATIVE. 93 


The evils, which I apprehend are wars 
and revolations, with all their dreadful _ 
conſequences.---The cauſes of them at this 
moment exiſt.---They are the immorality 
and irreligion, which prevail ſo univer- 
ſally, and have in many inſtances ariſen 
from an exceſſive degree of national proſ- 
perity—in other words from exceſſi ve 
wealth and power acquired by commerce 
and conqueſt, and applied with diſtin- 
guithed but fatal ſucceſs in cultivating the 


arts, and extending the gratifications of 
lite. 


That the exiſtence and preſent comfort 
of millions of people depend on and ariſe 
from theſe ſources, is an obſervation juſtly 
tounded and univerſally allowed.---The 
fact indeed is ſo certain and evident, that it 
cannot it ought not---to be queitioned--- 
but how far, and in what particular in- 
ſtances mankind are immediately benefited 


by 
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by theſe means, 1s not the only point to be 
conſidered- The moral man, the Chriſtian, 
the legiſlator, the wiſe and honeſt politician, 
and every other real friend of the human 
race, will further enquire what evil effects 
exceſſive national proſperity produces, to- 
gether with its good ones---what its na- 
tural tendency is, and how its evil effects 
may be prevented or removed. 

Human wiſdom, I know, working col- 
lectively on the moſt exact and compre- 
henſive ſcale of information, often miſ- 
calculates events and miſtakes conſe- 
quences.---An individual. therefore can 
neither claim nor expect much attention 
to his opinions and conjectures concerning 
what may take place in the inexplicable 
labyrinth of human affairs and yet 


though I am advanced in years, I ſhall not 
be ſurpriſed, if I ſhould live to ſee the 
time, when nation ſhall riſe againſt na- 


tion=--= 


A NARRATIVE. 95 
tion---when dominions ſhall be invaded 
and ravaged---when attempts ſhall be made 
to pull down thrones and thoſe who fit 
upon them---when the temples of God 
ſhall be profaned---when the miniſters of 
his word ſhall be deſtroyed---when riches, 
which now afford ſecurity, and eaſe, and 
pleaſure, ſhall be the certain means of 
death---when poverty itſelf in its moſt ſe- 
cret and obſcure receſſes ſhall hot be able 
to conceal the wretched victim from the 
dagger of his enemy---and when thou- 
ſands having fled from their native ſoil to 
a foreign land ſhall lament with hopeleſs 
ſorrow, their cruel "ſeparation from the 
deareſt objects of their love, and receive 
with gratitude the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance, that 
humanity in its loweſt and moſt degraded 
ſtate may be diſpoſed to offer. 


Should ſuch things come to paſs, the 
witneſſes as well as the ſufferers will be 


convinced; 
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convinced, that human policy, and human 
precautions, and expedients are but feeble 
ſecurities for public tranquillity and hap- 
pineſs, where the people of a nation have 
abandoned their religious principles and 
loſt their morals---and their conviction 
may ultimately, under Divine Providence, 
produce a better ſtate of things. 


When the chaſtiſements of Heaven 
ſhall have corrected the irregularities of 
men on earth, and the love of order and 
the practice of virtue are reſtored, the 
bleflings of peace may return together 
with them, and the world, which the 
wicked had wreſted in imagination from 
the hands of its Maker, may again be re- 
ſigned to them.---His Providence may again 
be acknowledged.---It may again be be- 
leved that his eyes are over all his works, 
and that he governs all things here below--- 


It may again be allowed that the utmoſt ex- 
ertion 
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ertion of human wiſdom and ſtrength can- 
not defeat the execution of the Divine 
Will---and in the end, as men become 
more cautious and virtuous and leſs pre- 


ſumptuous, the world may be leſs diſ- 
turbed. 


The laws of moſt nations, I believe, are 
tolerably adapted to their political ſituation, 
and when in that view, we ſpeak relatively 
of them, may be properly enough called 
good---but as the value of laws conſiſts 
in a good execution and punctual ob- 
ſervance of them, it muſt in a great mea- 
ſure be impaired or loſt when the execu- 
tion of them is entruſted perhaps to bad 
men, or the obſervance of them is gene- 
rally and notoriouſly neglected.— Under 
Providence therefore we muſt look imme- 
diately for national good or evil, to the 
principles and conduct of individuals, and 
conſequently to the moſt probable means 
H Hy of 
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of promoting and inculcating ſuch prin- 
ciples, as inſpire a love of virtue and form 
a virtuous character. 


Among thoſe means, at leaſt in every 
Chriſtian country, a clear knowledge of 
the duties of the SaBBZATu, and a proper 


and regular obſervance of them, will be 


found the moſt univerſal and the moit 
effectual. 


A ſhort review of the origin and pur- 
poſes of that inſtitution will be ſufh- 
cient to ſupport and confirm my aſ- 
ſertion. 


The word SaBppaTH, Which originally 
means REST, ſignifies in a religious and 
more complicate ſenſe, that limited time 
and ſpecial ordinance, called the Sas- 
BATH, Which was appointed by Divinz 
Aurnokiry for reſt from labour in the 

| com- 
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common occupations of life, and for im- 
portant moral and religious purpoſes. 


The portion of time appropriated to 
it has been always invariably the ſame, 
viz.— a ſeventh part---one day in ſeven.— 
The mode of obſerving it has been va- 
ried according to circumſtances---and new 
obligations have been added, when the 
ſtate of mankind, and the intentions and 
views of Divine Providence made it ne- 

ceflary to do ſo. 


It was ſanctified or appropriated to re- 
ligious uſe immediately after the works 
of the creation were finiſhed.---It was re- 
newed and became part of the law of 
Moſes, after the deliverance of the 
Ifraelites from the Egyptian bondage--- 
and under the goſpel it was continued, 
with ſuch alterations and improvements, 
as the pure nature and comprehenſive 
H 2 deſign 
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deſign of the Chriſtian doctrine re- 
quired. 


For the truth of this ſummary account 
of the inſtitution, I appeal to the Au- 
THORITY of the Old and New TESsTA- 
MENT, and to the beſt EccLeslasTICAL 
H1sToRIANS in the early ages of Chriſ- 
tianity. 


The firſt and general precept for the 
obſervance of the Sabbath 1s coeval with 
the creation itſelf. The works of the 
creation were made in ſix days---the ſe- 
venth day was ſanctified. 


This brief and general account of the 
creation and of the ordinance, which at- 
tended it, affords no reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that God is limited in wiſdom, goodneſs, 
or power, or that he could not have ac- 
compliſhed all the works of the creation 
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as eaſily and effectually in one moment of 
time, as in fix days or a ſeries of ages. 
Such a ſuppoſition would indeed be con- 
trary to the manifeſt proofs we have of 
his exiſtence and per fections, and would 
weaken the authority of his commands 
by derogating from his excellence and 
dignity. 


We know from Scripture that God has 
condeſcended in various inſtances to make 
communication to men according to their 
natural faculties, and conceptions, and 
uſual modes of conceiving things, and we 
know from experience, that in ſome caſes, 


when an object is preſented to the mind, 


the force of its impreſſions is increaſed by 
dividing and detailing the circumſtances 
annexed to it. 


Upon thoſe grounds then we may ſup- 
poſe, but we are not required to prove or 
H 3 to 
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to aſſert it, that the procedure of the Al- 
mighty in the work of the creation was 
gradual and in diſtinct portions of time, in 
order to impreſs on the minds of men 
more forcibly and fully an idea of the or- 
dinance he intended to appoint, by a cir- 
cumitantial and particular detail of the aw- 
ful tranſactions, to which it was to have 
reference. 


During the long period of time, which 
elapſed from the creation of the world to 
the promulgation of the ten command- 
ments on Mount Sinai, the SaBBAaTH, as a 
ſolemn memorial of the creation, required 
men to make public acknowledgment of 
God's exiſtence and dominion, and to offer 
to him praiſe and thankſgiving in return 
for their own exiſtence, which they had 
received from him, together with the 
means of preſerving it. 


When 


A NARRATIVE, 103 


When the SaBBATRH, or ſanctification 
of the ſeventh day, was renewed on Mount 
Sinai, there was added to the original ap- 
pointment this circumſtance---v1z.---Re- 
member that thou waſt a ſervant in the 
land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God 
brought thee out thence with a mighty hand 
and a flretched out arm, therefore the Lord, 
thy Lord, commanaeth thee to keep holy the 
Sabbath-day. | 


It does not appear from any traditions, or 
hiſtorical monuments, that the idea of the 
_ SaBBATH was retained in the heathen 
world.---They ſeem to have loſt, together 
with the knowledge of the true God, 
every memorial of his exiſtence and cha- 
racter. And in the Jewith nation, where 
the memory of it was preſerved, the ordi- 
nance was corrupted and perverted from its 
original uſe and meaning.---Traditions of 
men were ſubftituted for Divine precepts ; 


„ and 
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and numberleſs abſurd obſervances and 
practices were added to its firſt rational ce- 
remonies.---Under the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion its abuſes were reformed, and its be- 
nefits, which had been for ages limited to 


the Jewiſh people, were extended to the 
whole human race. 


That the Sa BBA TH ſhould have been ſo 
corrupted and perverted by a people, be- 
fore whoſe eyes it was conſtantly placed 
in the great and numerous works of the 

creation, and in whoſe minds it muſt have 
been connected with a recollection of many 
miraculous and fi gnal interpoſitions of Pro- 
vidence in favour of their forefathers, 
would be a thing almoſt incredible upon 
any evidence leſs convincing than that of 
the ſacred writings, which is fo diſtinct 
and ſo particularly pointed, that it cannot 
be miſtaken.---For in the courſe of our 
Saviaur's firſt mild attempts to rectify their 
opinions, 
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opinions, and remove their prejudices, if 
he had healed the ſick or done any other 
act of humanity and metcy on their Sab- 
bath-day, they charged him with a breach 
of the commandment.---A regard to 
worldly intereſts has carried them ſo far in 
the abuſes of the ſacred adminiſtration, 
with which they were entruſted, that any 
opinion, ſanctioned by the name of an 
eminent Phariſee, was ſufficient to out- 
weigh all the doctrines, and precepts, 
and exhortations of Moſes and the pro- 
phets. 


The gentle and perſuaſive voice of rea- 
ſon and argument failing to ſubdue their 
pride and their malice, our blefled Saviour 
in due time fully aſſumed the power of his 
commiſſion, and declared authoritatively 
that, he was Loxp of the Sabbath-—that 
he was that extraordinary perſon, whom 
their prophets had foretold, and that he 

was 
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was commiſhoned by God to explain the 
laws and the ordinances given by Moſes, 
and to alter or amend ſuch of them, 
as were merely politive---that is, not 
morally good or bad in themſelves, and 
immutable, but preſcribed and com- 
manded merely, as fit and occaſional means 
of attaining the moral and religious ends, 


to which they were deſigned to be ſub- 
ſervient. 


Such is the ſolid and extenſive founda- 

tion, on which the ordinance of the 
| Sabbath ſtands ---It has been thrice ap- 
pointed and thrice proclaimed in the 
preſence of the Deity himſelf—firſt at 
the creation---afterwards on Mount Sinai 
— and laſtly in Judea. 


In the firſt inſtance the Divine PRx- 
SENCE Was declared by a glorious aſſem- 
blage of the works of the creation.---In 
| the 
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the ſecond, by thunder and lightnings, 
and a thick cloud on the mount, and 
by the ſound of a trumpet ſo exceed- 
ing loud that all the people trembled.--- 
And laſtly, by the reſidence of the fulneſs 
of the Goputap in the perſon of the 
Lord and Saviouk of the world; who, 
in doing the work, which he, who ſent 
him, had given him to do, manifeſted 
the DivIxE PRESENCE and Powter, by cure- 
ing the blind and the lame, reſtoring the 
dead to life, and performing publicly in- 
numerable other extraordinary things, 
which Divine Power alone could ac- 
compliſh. | 


We therefore of this generation, like 
thoſe, who have gone before us, and 
thoſe, who will come after us, are bound 
to devote a ſeventh part of our time to the 
more immediate ſervice of God, and to 
obſerve periodically that religious ſolemni- 


ty, 


108 | EXTRACTS FROM 
ty, both public and private, which the 
authority of the ſacred writings, the prac- 
tice of antiquity, the ſpiritual government 
of the church, and the laws of the land 
enjoin and require. 


At what preciſe period of time, for 
what ſpecial reaſons, or by what particu- 
lar act of authority, the obſervance of the 
Sabbath was transferred in the Chriſtian 
church from the firſt to the laſt day of 
the Jewiſh week, by us called Sunday, or 
the Lord's day, we find no records to in- 
form us.---The want of them however 
does not leſſen the obligation of the day 
in any reſpect---for we. know with cer- 
tainty, that to obſerve one day in ſeven to 
the adorement of the Creator, 1s a precept, 
which from the beginning comprehended 
all mankind.---We know alſo, that to ob- 
ſerve the ſeventh day in the manner pre- 
ſcribed by the law of Moſes, with parti- 
cular 
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cular reference to the delivery of the poſ- 
terity of Abraham from Egyptian bondage, 
is a precept, which had immediate reſpect 
to the Jewiſh nation, and was not to be 
forced even on an individual of any other. 
---And we further know, that to obſerve 
a ſeventh day with ſpecial regard to two 
great events, each of which took place on 
the firſt day of the Jewiſh week (I mean 
the reſurrection of our Lord from the 
dead, and the deſcent of the Divine Spirit 
accompanied with awful notices and mira- 
culous appearances proclaiming his ap- 
proach and preſence on the day of Pente- 
coſt) has been deemed for ages a rule of 
the Chriſtian church at large---a regula- 
tion common to all Chriſtians. 


The original ſanctification then of a ſe- 
venth day binds Jew and Chriſtian equally 
to an obſervance of it :---but each is bound 
to obſerve it by a particular circumſtance 

or 
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or motive---the former by the recollection 
of a mighty event in the hiſtory of his 
forefathers---their deliverance from Egyp- 
tian bondage.---The latter by the recollec- 
tion of a much greater event in the hiſ- 
tory of mankind---viz.---their redemption 
from ſin and miſery by the Divine Love, 
clearly manifeſted to them in the Apminis- 
TRATION of the Son of God, and in the 
OpERATION of the SPirIT of God.---The 
latter of which at the commencement of 
Chriſtianity, and for ſome time after it, 
was accompanied, either with external and 
viſible proofs, or with internal and ſecret 
evidence of the Divine Power and Pre- 
ſence. 


The obligations therefore and duties of 
the Chriſtian Sabbath, or the Lord's day, 
being thus evidently founded on the hi gheſt 
degree of Divine Authority, and the ob- 
{ervance of them being abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary, 
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ſary, not only for the attainment of happi- 
neſs hereafter, but alſo for our preſent 
peace and comfort in this world, which 
muſt always depend much on the conduct 
of others, it is very reaſonable that human 
laws ſhould preſcribe at leaſt a decent ex- 
ternal obſervance of it, and puniſh every 
open and offenſive violation of it. 


The comforts of our preſent ſtate de- 
pend more on a due obſervance of the 
Sabbath, than perhaps at firſt ſight we are 
aware of. 


In this view it is an ordinance of huma- 
nity and juſtice, guarding us not only 
againſt the exactions of others, who, as 
the affairs of this world are neceſſarily and, 
I believe, happily circumitanced, have a 
right to a part of our time and of the pro- 
fits of our labour, but alſo againſt our- 


ſelves---againſt our own paſſions, and the 
diſ- 
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diſorders and anxieties that attend them: 
for by putting a ſtop at ſtated times to 
worldly labour, it affords leiſure for medi- 
tation, and if we will attend to its ſolemni- 
ties and admonitions, ſerves to remind us, 
that, whatever we poſſeſs or expect to ac- 
quire by our own labour, or that of others, 
comes originally from God, and ought to 
be received and uſed with gratitude to 
him, and with juſtice and mercy to thoſe, 
from the work of whoſe hands it imme- 
diately ariſes to us. 


The Sabbath therefore muſt deſerve our 
regard, if we conſider it merely as a regu- 
lation of human prudence and expe- 
diency.---And when we conſider it with a 
view to our future ſtate, do we think, that 
if we were left to ourſelves to make choice 
of the means of moral and rel igious im- 
provement and reformation, it would be 
poſſible for us to deviſe any means ſo 

power- 
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powerful and effectual, as the ſolemnities 
of the Sabbath ? 


I will aſk thoſe who look into them- 
ſelves and reaſon from experience.---Do 
they find, that the ſoul, when it is not 
truly humble and in a habit of devotion, is 
able at once to exclude the idols---the va- 
nities and allurements of this world---and 
to turn to God immediately in ſpirit and in 
truth ? do not preſs them to an anſwer, 
but rather intreat them with Chriſtian re- 
ſpect and affection to place a juſt value on 
an inſtitution, which, when they would 
approach the Supreme Being in prayer 
and adoration, unites them in the com- 


pany of his ſervants and worthippers, 
where the fineſt and moſt valuable aftec- 
tions, feelings and ſympathies of nature 
may aſſiſt them in devotion, and furniſh 
poflibly that wedding- garment for the ſoul, 
whether it be humility or charity, which 

| I they 


114 EXTRACTS FROM 
they had neglected to bring along with 
them. 


Our bleſſed Saviour, who underſtood 
human nature in this and every other in- 
ſtance---who knew What was ih man, and 
loved man, and deſigned and executed ſo 
much for his happineſs---has encoutaged 
him to unite in the company of the faith- 
ful, by promiſing that when two or | three 
are gathered together in his Name, he will 
be in the midſt of them from which we 
are not authoriſed to conclude that the ear 
of mercy will be with-held from any ſo- 
litary and ſincere individual, but that mu- 
tual affection and union are eſſential prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity that in order to ex- 
cite and improve theſe principles Chriſtians 
ought to aſſociate in worſhip and that in 
order to encourage them ſo to do, our 
bleſſed Lord has given an aſſurance, that 
in every ſuch ſituation, whether or no the 
| number 
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number of perſons be great or ſmall, they 
may expect a more peculiar degree of the 
Divine Attention and Aſſiſtance. 


Is it poſſible then that men, who are 
ever ſerious and reflect ſoberly, ſhould 
reſiſt ſuch a weight of argument Or are 
ſuch mercies and ſuch adminiſtrations to 
be treated with ne glect or contempt _ 
Does the philoſopher, who is often the 
ricketty child of pride and ignorance, ex- 
pect to raiſe his reputation by doubting 
and depreciating them? Or does the ſlave 
of folly and of faſhion preſame to lau gh 
at them? 


Men indeed of all theſe deſctiptions 
widely miſtake the nature of Chriſtianity 
and its ordinances---for they do not deform 
or debaſe man's nature but refine and ex- 
alt it they rouſe him to a continual ex- 
ertion of his faculties, both intellectual 
12 and 
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and moral.---They inſpire humanity.— 
THEY AUTHORISE MAN TO WEEP OVER THE 


INFIRMITIES OF MAN. 


Chriſtianity claims attention to its ordi- 
nances, but it makes juſt and equitable al- 
lowances for ſeveral failures in the obſer- 
vance of them.---It prefers works of juſ- 
tice and humanity to ſacrifices and burnt- 
offerings---and real acts of benevolence to 
exerciſes of devotion.---But it diſtinguiſhes 
between well-founded excuſes and falſe or 
frivolous pretences.---And are not all theſe 
wiſe and happy terms of ſocial as well as 
religious conduct and intercourſe ? 


I will now reaſon a little with men on 
their own principles, and aſk the man of 
the world, who purſues pleaſure and 
amuſement, and wiſhes to render himſelf 
agreeable to the world, whether or no he 
might expect to be better received by it, if 

his 
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his breaches of moral and religions de- 
cency were leſs offenſive and leſs frequent ? 
I will alſo aſk the public man, who pro- 
feſſes to love his country, whether or no 
it has ever occurred to him, that a bad 
example becomes dangerous or deſtructive 
in proportion as it is conſpicuous ? 


It may be announced to the individuals 
of every PROTESTANT CHURCH Without diſ- 
tinction, that a profanation or neglect of 
the Lord's-day is peculiarly reprehenſible 
in them.---For whatever difterences of opi- 
nion may have taken place among them 
in regard to offices, adminiſtrations and ju- 
riſdictions, they all agree in one material 
point, which is, that it is the duty of every 
perſon, who embraces the Chriſtian faith, 
to ſearch and examine the Scriptures, with 
the aſſiſtance of the beſt light he can pro- 
cure, and to ſtudy that Will of God, which 

SE No Was 
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was once delivered to the ſaints, and is re- 
corded for general uſe. 


The word of God therefore being laid 
open to them, they are to receive it not 
merely on human authority, but on ra- 
tional evidence. hey are accordingly 
exhorted and encouraged to approach the 
Divine Oracles with which they are en- 
truſted.---And they cannot plead ignorance 
of the Law of God, which 1s continually 
and forcibly preſented to their view, in 
letters ſo large and legible, that he that 
runs may read, 


Nor can they with ſuch . of 
acquiring and communicating religious 
knowledge apologize for the want of it, or 
for an improper uſe of the time appointed 
for acquiring it, by alledging, that hav- 
ing had no opportunities of private in- 
ſtruction after the hours of public wor- 

ſhip, 
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ſhip, they had reſorted to worldly buſineſs 
or amuſements. 


The individuals therefore of every PRo- 
TESTANT Cuukcn, having a free and full 
uſe of the Sacred Writings, ſtand highly 
reſponſible for the character and credit of 
the Chriſtian doctrine, at a time eſpecially, 
when the talents, as well as the vices and 
prejudices of human nature are com- 
bined in numbers fo formidable againſt 
it. | 


Tk are the LicuT of the world, and 
a city that is ſet on an high hill can- 
not be hid.---Their light therefore ought 
to ſhine before men, ſo that they may ſee 
their good works, and glorify their father, 
which is in Heaven, 


You have often lamented, madam, in the 
courſe of our moral and religious conver- 
I 4 ſations, 
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fations, that many, who either never queſ- 
tioning the obligation of the Sabbath, or 
acquieſcing at length in a ſtrict conſtruc- 
tion of the laws of it, had become proſe- 
lytes to it in argument, but had relapſed in 
practice---and if they did not totally ne- 
glect its ſolemnities, were at leaſt but par- 
tial and imperfect obſervers of them, omit- 
ting for inſtance, perhaps entirely, or per- 
forming very ſeldom and with great reluc- 
tance, a ſervice, which is the principal 
act of Chriſtian worſhip.---I mean the 
CoMMEMORAT1oN of the Death of Chriſt 
by a Communion or joint partaking of the 
elements of bread and wine, preſented to 
us as ſignificant emblems of his body and 
blood. 


As this act of worſhip is often made one 
of the ſolemnities of the Sabbath, and is 
cloſely connected with the other duties and 
ſervices of it, 1 hope you will conſider 

what 
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what I may be able to ſay upon it, as 
making properly part of my anſwer to 
your obliging letter, and I humbly re- 
queſt you will receive it as ſuch. 


In reaſoning with the uninformed or 
the unbelieving---with ſtrangers to the 
goſpel, or with avowed oppoſers of it, it 
might be neceſſary to conſider this part of 
Chriſtian worſhip, and its immediate ob- 
jects and ordinances, in all their ſpecial 
references to the ſeveral important eyents 
and purpoſes, which from the beginning 
were deſigned and directed by the Creator 
in favour of the human race---but in ad- 
moniſhing the thoughtleſs and inadver- 
tent, or in reprehending the licentious, 
all of whom knowing theſe things, un- 
happily do them not, it may be ſufficient 
to recall to their minds the impreſſions, 
which once probably in life they received 
of them. 


That 
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That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a little 
before his death, at the cloſe of a moſt 
ſolemn act of worſhip, called the Paſ- 
ſover, took the bread and broke it, and 
took the cup and poured out wine, and 
partook of both himſelf, and adminiſ- 
tered each of them to the diſciples, who 
were preſent---declaring the bread to be 
his body ; that is, the bread to be a token 
or ſignificant emblem of his body, which 
muſt be broken; and the wine to be a 
token or ſignificant emblem of his blood, 
which muit be ſhed upon the croſs, in 
order to procure for the ſons of man a 
title or claim to pardon of ſin, Divine 
aſſiſtance, and eternal happineſs, on the 
conditions of faith, and repentance, and 
good works, to be fulfilled and performed 
on their part---and that by a due obſer- 
vance and perpetual continuance of the 
ſolemn rite or mode of worſhip, which 
he then appointed and preſcribed, be- 
hevers 


A NARRATIVE. 123 
lievers were commanded to give public 
teſtimony thenceforth, and till the final 
conſummation of things, of their ac- 
ceptance of the merciful terms offered by 
the Son of God, and of their ſubmiſſion to 
his laws---1s a ſummary account of the 
inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, and makes 
a conſiderable part of the early impreſſions 
we receive of it, before our reaſon is 
blinded by our paſſions, and ſin has taken 
ſtrong hold of us. 


Now if we really admit the truth of the 
goſpel, and are perfectly convinced that 
this particular ordinance was appointed by 
the Saviour of the world, in the manner 
and for the important purpoſes, which 
have been ſummarily mentioned, how 
can we think it poſſible to juſtify or 
excuſe a violation or neglect of it? 


To 
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To all thoſe, who, in this or any other 
inſtance of violation or negle& of duty, 
plead the weakneſs of human nature, by 
which they muſt mean the inſufficiency 
of human reaſon againſt human paſſions, 
one and the ſame reply may be made---it 
is, that where any perſon finds that of 
himſelf and by his own natural ſtrength 
merely he is not able to do a work, very 
difficult perhaps, but abſolutely neceſſary 
to be done, and that he might obtain effec- 
tual aſſiſtance to do it, by applying for it 
at the time and in the manner, in which 
alone it is offered, and is to be aſked, and 
can, or ought, to be given, but will not 
aſk it, the failure in that caſe, whatever it 
is, proceeds from the perſon, who fails to 
aſk the aſſiſtance, which is offered, and his 
conduct is culpable.---For, not to do a thing 
reaſonably required of us, and in a caſe of 
perſonal inability to do it, to neglect or re- 


fuſe the aſſiſtance, which is offered to us 
| on 
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on eaſy terms, and would, if accepted, 
enable us to do it, is in a moral and reli- 
gious ſenſe, and to every intent and pur- 


poſe on all ſides preciſely one and the ſame 


The weakneſs of human nature is in- 
deed ſometimes urged againſt the obſer- 
vance of this ſolemn rite by perſons, who 
are rather objects of pity, than of repre- 
henſion or ſevere expoſtulation.---They 
are ſincere in an acknowledgment of the 
obligations and benefits of it, and at the 
ſame time as ſincere, I believe, in the opts 
nion that they are not worthy to par- 
take of it. | 


In proportion to their ſincerity, they 
certainly deſerve and demand compaſſion ; 
for their error, from whatever fource it has 
originally proceeded, often becomes a ma- 
lady or diſeaſe of the mind, which it is ex- 


ceedingly 
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ceedingly difficult to diſcover or remove. 
By degrees the very poſſibility of Divine 
Mercy in particular caſes ſhall be queſ- 
tioned, and the patients begin to deſpair of 
ſpiritual life.---Againſt the light and com- 
fort of God's word they either ſhut their 
eyes, or ſeeing it through a deceptive me- 
dium, pervert it to their own deſtruction: 


There is a paſſage in the writings of the 
Apoſtle Saint Paul, which 1s frequently 
miſapplied in that manner.---The Apoſtle, 
to whom, for reaſons peculiar, probably, 
to his ſpecial appointment, the ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper was given by imme- 
diate Revelation, and who of courſe maſt 
have thoroughly underſtood the nature of 
it, having diſcovered that his Corinthian 
converts, of whoſe conduct in many other 
inſtances he approved, had fallen into ſome 
dangerous errors, as: well in regard to the 
notions they entertained of that ordinance, 

as 
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as to the manner in which they celebrated 
it, admoniſhed, rebuked, and threatened 
them, and at length, in order to alarm 
them and convince them of the extent and 
evil tendency of their errors, and of the 
enormity of their crimes, he declared to 
them with apoſtolic authority, that he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth. 
and drinketh damnation to himſelf, not 
diſcerning the Lord's body---and his words 
have been adopted in the office for the holy 
communion in our church, in the ſame 
ſenſe certainly, and with the ſame view, 
with which he delivered them---which 
could not be to diſcourage and deter the 
offenders from teſortirig to the ſtanding 
means of Divine Afiſtance and Salvation, 
but to check and correct their erroneous 
and preſumptuous conduct, and prevent 
in future, as much as poſſible, abuſes of an 
ordinance, which if duly obſerved, muſt 
recommend them to mercv, but if abuſed, 

expole 
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expoſe them to Divine puniſhments both 
here and hereafter. 


I will tranſcribe ſuch parts of this re- 
markable paſſage in the writings of the 
apoſtle, as when duly conſidered muſt 
throw clear and uſeful light on the pre- 
ſent ſubject. 


iſt Cor. chap. It. 

Be ye followers of me, even as I alſo 
am of Chriſt---now I praiſe you, brethren, 
that ye remember me in all things, and 
keep the ordinances, as I delivered them 
to you---now in this that I declare unto. 
you, I praiſe you not, that you come to- 
gether, not for the better, but for the 
worſe for firſt of all when ye come to- 
gether in the church, I hear that there be 
diviſions among you, and I partly believe 
it.---When ye come together therefore 

into 
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into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's 
ſupper, for in eating, every one taketh 
before other his own ſupper, and one is 
hungry and another is drunketi---What ? 
:=-have ye not houſes to eat arid to drink 
in, of deſpiſe ye the chutch of God, and 
ſhame them, that have not ?-=-What ſhall 
I fay unto you ?---Shall I praiſe you in 
this ?---1 praiſe you not=--for I have re- 
ceived of the Lord, that, which alſo I de- 
livered unto you, that the Lord Jeſus, in 
the ſame night, in which he was betrayed 
took bread---and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and ſaid, take, eat, 
this is my body, which is broken for you; 
do this in remembrance of me---after the 
fame manner alſo, he took the cup, when 
he had ſupped, faying, this cup is the 
New Teſtametit in my blood---this do ye 
as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of 
me- for as often as ye eat this bread and 
drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's 

K death 
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death till he come.---Wherefore, whoſo- 
ever ſhall eat this bread, and drink this 


cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
---But let a man examine himſelf, and ſo 
let him eat of that bread and drink of 
that cup---for he that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damna- 
tion to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 
body---for this cauſe many are weak and 
ſickly among you, and many ſleep.— For 
if we would judge ourſelves, we ſhould 
not be judged---but when we are judged, 
we are chaſtened of the Lord, that we 
ſhould not be condemned with the world 
---wherefore, my brethren, when you 
come to gether to eat, tarry for one another, 
and if any man hunger, let him eat at 
home, that ye come not together unto 
condemnation. 


I am 
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I am ſorry to acquaint you that a re- 
turn of the gout and my other complaints 
makes it impoſſible for me at preſent to 
proceed in my ſupplements, but I hope 
that the few incloſed papers, of which I 
beg your acceptance, will more than com- 
penſate any loſs you might ſuſtain on the 
occaſion.— They were written ſome years 
ago and given to me by our late valuable 
friend, of whom you have made reſpecta- 
ble mention in your letter and whoſe 
goodneſs of heart and ſoundneſs of judg- 
ment you admired as much, I believe, and 
prized as highly as any perſon could do---I 
had repeatedly requeſted he would favour 
me with his opinion on the paſſage of 
Scripture, with which I concluded my laſt 
Supplement.---I one day met him in a 
crowded ſtreet, when he gave me the pa- 
pers I have the honour of ſending to 
you, and deſired me to read them at my 

Ka leiſure--- 
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leiſure Shall I return them to you, ſaid I. 
---No, ſaid he, with a friendly nod, and 
wiſhed me a good morning, 


COPY OF THE PAPERS MENTIONED 
IN THE FOREGOING LETTER. 


The meaning of the Apoſtle Saint Paul 
in the paſſage of his firſt epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians, of which you deſire to have my 
opinion, cannot, I think, be miſtaken by 
any perſon, who reads it attentively.,---It 
was not addreſſed to believers in general, 
but was occaſioned by particular circum- 
ſtances in the conduct of the Corinthian 
diſciples. 


He had reproved them ſeverely, be- 
cauſe when they met together at the ſa- 
cred table, they acted in a manner di- 


_ rectly 
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rectly contrary to the nature and deſign 
of the ordinance. 


He had heard that at their religious 
meetings there had been diviſions among 
them, and though report might have mag- 
nified the matter, he partly believed it: 
and expreſſed aſtoniſhment, that they 
ſhould have been broken into parties and 
factions, at the very time when they met 
to celebrate that holy and ſocial inſtitu- 
tion, by which it was intended that they 
ſhould teſtify their belief of the Sovereign 
Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, and cultivate 
that kind of mutual affection, which his 
goſpel ſo ſtrictly required, and his exam- 
ple ſo powerfully recommended. 


He then proceeded to cenſure them in 
other inſtances, where they had behaved 
amiſs. 


K 3 It 
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It was cuſtomary among the Grecian 
people in general, to have entertainments 
at the houſe of ſome friend, to which every 
one brought his own proviſion, which he 
might eat at pleaſure ; and conſequently 
at thoſe entertainments the proviſions nauſt 
have heen very different both in quantity 
and quality, according to the different in- 
clinations and abilities of the gueſts. 


Such a kind of feaſt the Corinthians 
ſuppoſed the Lord's Supper to be.---The 
opinion indeed is now unaccountable, but 
it was their opinion.---And the apoſtle 
condemned it in terms, equally expreſſive 
of his deteſtation of their abſurdities and 
of his affection for their perſons. 


This erroneous opinion was ſucceeded 
by very criminal behaviour : for carrying 
the proviſions for their entertainments into 
the places, where they aſſembled for Chriſ- 
tian 
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tian worſhip, and confoundin g their con- 
vivial banquets with the ſacred feſtival, 


they obſerved it in a diforderly and intem- 
perate manner. 


The rich man was drunken, and abuſed 
his abundance to a riotous exceſs, without 
offering any part of his ſuperfluity to his 
poor brethren, who were hungry and deſ- 
titute, and in all probability murmured--- 
and in this riotous and ſhameful manner 
they pretended to celebrate that holy inſti- 
tution, by which the bleſſed Jeſus deſigned 
to excite their obedience to himſelf, and to 
animate their love for each other.---For- 
getting that it ought to be obſerved with 

decent ſolemnity, and at a ſelect time and 
place, inſtead of approaching it with com- 
poſed minds and ſerious thoughts, they 


came to the table of gluttony and in- 
toxication, 
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The apoſtle having noted with cenſorial 
authority the inſtances, in which they had 
judged and acted wrong, proceeded with 
true paſtoral zeal, tenderneſs, and prudence 
to ſhew how they might act right, and for 
that purpoſe gave them an account of the 
inſtitution, as he had it by immediate re- 
yelation from Chriſt himſelf. 


He then adviſed and admoniſhed them 
to examine themſelves, and to conſider 
carefully whether or no the temper and 
diſpoſition of mind, with which they ap- 
proached the ordinance, were ſuited to. the 
intention of their Saviour in appointing it. 
---He did not make their former abuſe of 
it 2 reaſon, why they ſhould nat come to. 
it again, but invited and exhorted them 


to return to it with better notions and diſ- 


poſitions, and to expreſs their inward 
humility and reverence by external de. 


corum. 
Leſt 
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Leſt however the kind and indulgent 
treatment, they had received on the oc- 
caſion, might tempt them to relapſe, or 
induce them to hope for a relaxation of 
the duties annexed to the ordinance, he 
deterred them from ſuch conduct and ſuch 
hopes by obſerving, that God had already 
puniſhed and would again puniſh offences. 
of that nature, if they ſhould be repeated; 
ſumming up what he ſaid, in a general de- 
claration, that he that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damna- 
tion to himfelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 


body. 


The apoſtle has not ſaid, to everlaſting 
damnation, or to eternal puniſhment in 


a hfe to. come, but to fuch marks of God's 
diſpleaſure, as he in his wiſdom ſhould 
judge fit, and which would be limited 
to this world, or extended to the next, as 
the caſe ſhould require, 


And 
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And that this was his true meaning is 
evident from what follows : in which, 
purſuing his argument, he obſerved, that 
Almighty God had viſited many of the 
offenders with a decay of health, or with 
violent diſorders, or with death itſelf, and 
that they had been chaſtened by the Lord 
in that manner, that they ſhould not be 
condemned with the world ; from which 
words, if they had reaſoned properly on 
them, they might have drawn a conclu- 
ſion highly comfortable to themſelves, and 
perfectly conſiſtent with the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God.---lIt is, that in the admi- 
niſtration of Divine Juſtice puniſhments 
are duly proportioned to crimes ;---and 
that under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, to 
which they were become ſubject, the par- 
tial and occaſional puniſhments which had 
been inflicted on ſeveral of them, were 
not ta be conſidered as commencements of 
eternal puniſhment, but as temporary cor- 
rections, 


A NARRATIVE, 139 


rections, moſt mercifully deſigned to pre- 
vent their final and eternal ruin. 


That all crimes ſhould be either equally 
or eternally puniſhed, is an opinion as falſe 
as it is deſtructive. -The goſpel, fairly in- 
terpreted, gives no countenance to it.---On 
the contrary, it conſtantly lays open the 
Gar of Mercy, and clearly points out the 
way to it---never ſhutting it againſt a ſin- 
ner, who approaches it with faith and a 
ſincere diſpoſition to repentance and 
amendment. 


While ſuch diſpoſitions are alive in us, 
our hopes of mercy may live with them 
when they have ceaſed to exiſt, then in- 
deed, but not till then, deſpair with its 
horrors muſt enſue. 2 


We may behold then in the ſinner, agi- 
tated by hope and fear, a weary and bur- 
thened 
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thened traveller, bewildered in an un- 
known land---Gv1iLT oftentimes left behind 
and out of ſight, but conſtant and certain 
in purſuit, overtakes him at the meeting of 
two ways, and aſſuming the form of a 
friendly monitor, points alternately to each. 
he one is broad and of eaſy defcent--- 
the other 1s narrow, and rugged, and ar- 
duous— the unhappy traveller is con- 
founded ---duplicity diftracts---error may 
deſtroy him--—-Rrason accofts him kindly 
in the moment of danger, and with per- 
ſuaſive voice prevails on him to implore 
the Ass15Taxce of Heaven--Pity dwells 
in Heaven !---PiTy deſcends to his aid! 


Let not GuitT therefore in its very 
worſt and moſt dreadful ſhape drive us, or 
in its moſt deluſive form ſeduce us, to de- 
ſpair.---But let Rx Aso in the firſt moments 
of cool reflection ſuggeſt to us, as prodi- 
gal children, the poſſibility and the ad- 

vantage 
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vantage of returning, before it is too late, 
to the arms of a kind, though highly of- 
fended father. 


By the foregoing conſiderations men of 
weak minds and confuſed conceptions may 
be led to form clearer and juſter notions of 
God and his Providence ;---and men of 
profligate conduct and gloomy habits of 

mind may experience a return of cool rea- 
| ſon and moral reſolution. The former re- 
leaſed from darkneſs may rejoice in the 
light. The latter may begin to know the 
value of well-founded hope, and to feel 
the ſtrong comforts of religious meditation. 
---Each may be convinced, that he, who 
has thought himſelf unworthy in the ex- 
treme to go to the holy table, may be qua- 
lified for an approach to it by faith and 
hope, founded on real ſorrow for ſin, and 
followed by actual amendment, as far as 
time and opportunity have ſerved. 


The 
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The grand obſtacle then, which this 
paſſage of the ſacred writings, by an er- 


roneous conſtruction and application of it, 


1s apt to preſent to Chriſtian communion, 
being happily removed, Chriſtianity reaſ- 
ſumes the voice of Txurꝝg and ComrorrT, 
and declares aloud with unbounded love, 
that no hour is too late for REeytEnNTANCE=-- 
and that Deſpair (inſtances of Manxess 
alone excepted) 1s unreaſonable, crimina] 
and deſtructive. 


Reſting on this firm ground, we may 
meditate with ſatisfaction on the benefits 
ariſing from Chriſtian communion at the 
Lord's table, and conſider with advantage 
the preparation neceſſary for it. 


The benefits of it may be reduced to two 


heads---viz.---an increaſe of our faith---and 


an increaſe of ſtrength to perform our 
duty, 


It 
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It increaſes our faith by renewin g in our 
minds, with the aſſiſtance of ſignificant 
and affecting ſymbols or repreſentations, 
the recollection of that great and awful 
event, the death of Jeſus Chriſt upon the 


croſs, by which pardon of ſin was pro- 
cured and proclaimed. 


It increaſes our power to perform our 
duty by admitting us to the means, which 
the Lord and Giver of life has appointed 
for aſking it, and by aſſuring us that if we 
aſk it earneſtly, we ſhall certainly receive 
It, 


Every act therefore of communion at 
the Lord's table proclaims anew the par- 
don of ſin, and conveys the neceſſary mea- 
ſures of Divine Aſſiſtance for enabling us 
to perform our duty, provided we comply 


with the terms or conditions on which it 
1s offer ed. 


Shall 
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Shall then benefits, or the means of ob- 
taining benefits, which lead to great com- 
fort here and to perfect happineſs here- 
after, be lightly regarded ?---Or ſhall we 
fail to commemorate, as God has com- 
manded us, the moſt illuſtrious and mo- 
mentous event, that within the ſphere of 
human knowledge and experience, can 
poſſibly engage our thoughts? For the 
work of redemption is more glorious than 
the work of creation, and we are required 
accordingly to be more thankful for it. 
To the one we owe an exiſtence, which is 
rendered miſerable by ſin.---To the other 
we are indebted for an aſſurance of par- 
don, and a reſtoration to peace and hap- 
pineſs. 


Let us appraiſe the value of theſe things 
by compariſon. 


Do 
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Do we not revere the memory, and raiſe 
and preſerve from age to age coſtly monu- 
ments of illuſtrious characters, who have 
enlarged the bounds of human ſcience, or 
benefited mankind by virtuous and ſplen- 
did deeds ?---Shall we then with-hold from 
our wiſeſt and kindeſt inſtructor, and 
greateſt benefactor, a ſmall acknowledg- 
ment of gratitude, by neglecting or re- 
fuſing to concur in the obſervance of 
an act of worſhip, which is eaſily per- 
formed by us, if we are ſincere in it, 
and ſerves eflentially to promote his 


glory ? 


Let us alſo eſtimate by compariſon 
the degree of guilt, which may be in- 
curred by repeated violations or neglects 
of this ordinance. 


I may ſuppoſe a caſe, becauſe it is poſ- 
ſible—It is, that in ſome future age by a 
L am 
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turn of human affairs unfavourable to 
Chriſtianity; all knowledge of the Facr, 
that Cuxisr DIED on THE CRoss, ſhould 
be obliterated and loſt, together with 
every memorial of it---would not the 
guilt of individuals, who in a preceding 
generation had contributed to ſuch general 
ignorance and miſery of mankind in a 
future age, be accumulated, while they 
ſhould ſleep in their graves ? 


The caſe I have ſuppoſed may be im- 
probable, but it is not impoſſible for the 
progreſs of human nature in corruption 
and depravity exceeds all calculation 
and beſides from ſimilar cauſes and effects, 
the darkneſs, which ſome centuries ago 
overſpread the Chriſtian world, may again 
be experienced. 


Should it be aſked how often it is ne- 
ceſſary to receive the ſacrament, it may be 


anſwered, 
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anſwered, that neither the Scriptures, nor 
the rules nor practice of the primitive 
Chriſtians have limited any preciſe and 
particular number of times for any one 
individual to receive it---that as human 
affairs are ſituated, few can command op- 
portunities of receiving it---and that, even 
where public opportunities of receiving it 
are given at ſtated times, ſeveral perſons 
may not be able to avail themſelves of 
them---ſo that the number of times it is 
received muſt depend much on a variety 
of circumſtances---and if any perſon re- 
ceives it, as often as he has a fair oppor- 
tunity, there can be no reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that in regard to his performance of that 
part of Divine Service, he will be deemed 
an unprofitable ſervant. 


From the deſign of the inſtitution itſelf, 
and from the practice of the primitive 
Chriſtians, we muſt conclude, that it is an 


L2 act 
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act of worſhip, which ought to be fre- 
quently repeated, and of courſe that no 
fair opportunity of performing it ought to 
be omitted. | 


And, from a conſideration of human na- 
ture, we are led to the very ſame con- 
cluſion.---Here indeed we ſhall find that 
the weakneſs of our nature, which is 
ſometimes pleaded in excuſe for the ne- 
glect of this ordinance, will appear to be 
a moſt cogent reaſon for a frequent obſer- 
vance of it. 


Are acts of ſelf-denial, for inſtance, and 
obedience found by experience to be in all 
caſes ſo very eaſy and practicable, that no 
aſſiſtance from above is neceſſary for the 
performance of them ?---Do the allure- 
ments of pleaſure---the charms of ambi- 
tion---or the ſplendour of riches make no 
impreſſions on us ?---Do they never influ- 


CIICC 
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ence our temper and conduct, or draw aſide 
the ſoul to folly ?---Do they never ſup- 
preſs the ſtill voice of conſcience, or ſpread 
the variegated and beautiful veil of fancy 
and deluſion between our intellectual ſight 
and the ark of God's covenant ? 


To diflemble- theſe things, or to deny 
our experience of them, would be a lie, 
which muſt degrade us before men. 


To what degree then muſt our guilt be 
increaſed in the preſence of God, if we re- 
ject the means he offers of reforming and 
purifying our nature; and reſiſting the 
temptations, which invite us to pleaſure 
in order to plunge us in miſery ? 


Aſſuredly that ordinance of Heaven 
ought to be regarded, which compaſß- 
ſionates man on earth, and calls back his 
weak and wandering heart to a ſenſe of 

L 3 every 
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every duty, which in the range of his pre- 
ſent exiſtence, it is poſſible for him to 


owe to God, to himſelf, or to any one of the 
human race. 


The inſtitution has a tendency to correct 
the bad qualities, and to cultivate and che- 


riſh and gratify the beſt part of human 
nature. 


A truly benevolent man therefore, ex- 
cluſively of that general flow of happineſs 
which accompanies the diſcharge of every 
duty, will experience particular ſatisfac- 
tion and pleaſure ariſing from an obſer- 
vance of this ordinance. 


Where anger and reſentment, thoſe af- 
flictin g bruiſes and ſores, that are occa- 
ſioned by the ingratitude and malice of 
others, have invaded and poiſoned our 
hearts, a ſerious, and devout, and frequent 

com- 
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communion of the body and blood of 
Chriſt will go far in healing them, by diſ- 
poſing us to a cool and impartial conſidera- 
tion of our own paſſions and errors, and 


to a juſt and equitable allowance for thoſe 
of others. 


That the numerous and valuable be- 
nefits we may receive from the inſtitution 
muſt depend on the ſtate of mind, with 
which we approach it perform it and 
depart from it, are points too clear to re- 
quire proof or illuſtration -I ſhall there- 
fore only add that by preparation for an 
approach to it, I do not ſo much mean the 
particular acts of prayer or meditation to 
be performed, as the temper of mind, 
which they are inſtrumental in producing 
---for if they do not produce that temper 
of mind, which is neceſſary for commu- 
nion, they are but vain and empty 
forms, 

L4 As 
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As often as charity, and faith, and ſor- 
row for ſin conduct us to the holy table, 
we are certainly fit for it, and may com- 
municate on the ſhorteſt notice :---and on 
theſe general grounds the primitive Chriſ- 
tians partook of it conſtantly, and did not 
by an occaſional obſervance of it, give 
reaſon for the diſtinction now made be- 
tween hearers and communicants. 


In the ordinance itſelf there is nothing, 
that forbids us to partake of it on the moſt 
ſudden warning, provided we underitand 
the nature of it, and are diſpoſed to com- 
municate in a ſerious manner; and yet 
much regard ought to be had to oN E 
PREPARAT10N for it---becauſe, though it 
may not be neceſſary to every perſon, it 
may be extremely uſeful to many, by aſ- 
fiſting them to collect their thoughts be- 
forehand, and to furniſh their minds with 
ſuitable reflections and reſolutions ;---and 

further, 


A NARRATIVE, 153 


further, in the act of communicating it 
may enable them to withdraw their minds 
from worldly objects, and to employ them 
fervently in the ſolemn ſervice. 


With ſuch preparation for the ſupper of 
the Lord, attended with due reverence at 
the time of receiving it, and with ſuitable 
diſpoſitions after it, we may reaſonably 
hope, that every privilege, benefit, and 
comfort of Chriſtian communion will be 


ſecured to us. 


APPEN- 


APPENDIX, (A.) 


TIT appears from the accuracy, with which 
this TREATISE is executed, and from the 
ſpirit of criticiſm frequently diſplayed in 
it, that the writer conſidered a competent 
knowledge of language as one of the bar- 
riers, that ought to be raiſed againſt the 
pernicious opinions of the preſent times. 


The following paflages, ſelected from it, 
place him in a favourable point of view as 
a preceptor, and account in ſome meaſure 
for the extraordinary ſucceſs, with which 

his 
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his inſtruction of the Prince was attended. 
=== V1Zz, 


Before I proceed to enumerate the Fr- 
GUREsS of RHEtToRICK, or to explain and il- 
luſtrate them by ExameLEs, it is proper to 
give a general view of the principles and 
rudiments of that uſeful Arr. 


As an art, it adds force and ornament to 


language, and according to the talents 
men derive from nature contributes to 


form the corRECT SPEAKER, or the EMI- 


NENT ORATOR. 


LANGUAGE 1s the means by which we 
ſignify or expreſs our thoughts to one 
another, and as it is the chief vehicle of 
knowledge, and our happineſs in ſociety 
depends much upon it, its principles and 
rudiments ought to be carefully inveſ- 


tigated and explained. 
By 
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By Lanecvacs, taken in a large ſenſe, 
we mean all thoſe Stoxs, by which we ex- 
preſs and communicate our ideas--- 
thoughts---purpoſes and defires.---It is 
called NaTurar, ſo far as it conſiſts of na- 
tural ſigns ; and ArT1Fictar, ſo far as it 
conſiſts of artificial ſigns. 


Toxxs of the voice, whether modulated, 
or wild and artleſs, and Action of the 
eyes, or features, or hands, or other parts 
of the body, whether ſtudied, or unformed 
and irregular, are the ELemenTs, of Which 
natural language conſiſts ;---and Worps 
or articulate and diſtinct ſounds of the 
voice, to each of which a particular and 
preciſe meaning 1s annexed by common 
conſent and uſage, are the ELEMENTS, or 
conſtituent parts, of artificial lan guage. 


Human beings, who have no common 
artificial language, can make mutual com- 
munication 
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munication of their thou ghts in a tolerable 
manner by natural language.---They can 
athrm, aſk, and menace---deny, refuſe, and 
ſupplicate. 


Artificial language muſt increaſe, toge- 
ther with the intercourſe, and buſineſs, and 
arts of life; and it does not ſuperſede the 
uſe of natural language, but ſupplies its 
defects. 


WorDs SPOKEN, are IMMEDIATE $16GNs of 
our thoughts :---and WorDs WRITTEN, are 
IMMEDIATE SIGNS of words ſpoken, and 
REMOTE SIGNS of our thoughts. 


It is by natural ſigns chiefly, that force 
and energy are given to ſpoken lan- 
guage. | 


Words ſpoken in MoxoTony---that is 
without elevation, ar depreſſion, or mo- 
dulation 
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dulation of the voice, and unaccompa- 
nied with action, may inform the under- 
ſtanding, but ſeldom move any paſſion in 
the breaſt of the hearer, except diſguſt to 
the ſpeaker---the ſame words, if written 
in pathetic language, may move the reader 
exceedingly ; eſpecially as it is eaſy for 
him to aſſume in imagination the perſon or 
character of the writer or the ſuppoſed 


ſpeaker. 


All languages (the firſt, poſſibly, and 
thoſe of BastL excepted) muſt have ariſen 
from men's natural deſire of ſocial inter- 
courſe for the purpoſe of ſupplying their 
wants or promoting their pleaſures.--- 
They muſt therefore have been originally 

barbarous and limited ; and ſuch of them, 
as in a more advanced ſtate of ſociety were 
enlarged and improved, owe their better 
form or their perfection to the RuLes of 


the 
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the AR rs, called Grammar, Locic, and 


RHE TORICE. 


GRAMMAR ſhews the elements or con- 
ſtituent parts of words, deſcribes their ſe- 
veral variations, by which number, perſon, 
ſex, time, and mood, or manner of ſpeech, 
and other circumſtances are diſtinguiſhed, 
and regulates their conſtruction and con- 
nexion in ſentences.---Artificial language 
therefore 1s the ſubject of grammar as far 
as it ſerves to expreſs the difterent modes, 
in which the mind conceives things, or 
the acts of the mind in connecting or 
ſeparating things by affirmation or ne- 


gation. 


Locic treats of the various argumenta- 
tive modes and forms of artificial lan- 
guage, and conſiders it as the great In- 
STRUMENT Of REasON, or ExPos1ToR of the 
 Mixp, in reaſoning and judging. 

Ru- 
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Ru rokick in its full extent compre- 
hends both natural and artificial language, 
as far as either ſerves to expreſs ideas of 
the imagination, or affections of the mind. 
==-It accordingly points out the ſtrength 
and beauty of elocution, and delivers rules 
for juſt and graceful PRoNuUNCIATI1ON, 


Hence we perceive a natural ALLIANCE | 
between theſe AR Ts, and diſcover the 
ſhare each has in the formation of lan- 


guage. 


Grammar diſtinguiſhes its ſeveral parts, 
and ſhews their uſe and connexion. 


Locic goes farther---It deſcribes the 
meaſure and ſymmetry of theſ2 parts, and 
eſtimates their power, when they are 
moved to action by the force of reaſon, 


N RAE 
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RutToRICK views the whole, as it were, 
in life and colour, obſerves its graces and 
ornaments---marks with preciſion its va- 
rious attitudes---modulates its tones, and 
harmonizes its movements. To ſpeak in 
the ſtyle of painting---GrRammar and Lo- 
ic teach the ouTLINEs and PROPORTIONS; 


RukETORIck the coLoukinG of language. 


Language, both natural and artificial, 
having its foundation originally in nature 
— that is in the human mind operating 
upon objects preſented to it, and perceiv- 
ing and comparing their various circum- 
ſtances, with ſatisfaction or diſpleaſure--- 
delight or abhorrence ; it is evident, that 
its principles and rudiments, when de- 
veloped and illuſtrated in any one lan- 
guage, are in general applicable to every 
other. 


ARTI- 
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ARTIFIcIAL Lancvace, or Words expreſ- 
fing our thoughts, have Reeerexct to the 
Taixo $i6Nn1FIED=--to the Arrxcriex or 
Passron of mind of the perſon, who 
conceives the thing, and to the SN of 
Hearins, and in each of theſe reſpects 
it may be yricurteDd, or extended and 
{ſtrengthened in ſignification, and beau- 
tifully varied in mode of expreſſion, from 
the plain and common forms of ſpeech.--- 
A variation, in the firſt inſtance of ſuch 
reference is called a TROP Rin the ſecond 
a FicuRE of TnoucuT, or SENTENCE---and 
in the third, a FiduRE of DicTion: and 
every rhetorical figure through all the 
ſubordinate claſſes is reducible to ſome one 
of thoſe THREE ORIGINAL CLASSES, 


A Trove, which is the Turn of a word 
from one object to another, and of which, 
I think, (for I write from memory) there 
are eighteen ſubordinate claſſes, ariſes from 

M 2 RE- 
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RELATIONS Of SIMILITUDE, or CoNTRA+s 
RIETY, Or Cavst and Errtct, or WHoLE 
and ParT.---For inſtance---the Suit is SAFE 
Af a VzssEL for Sta be meant here by 
the word---Snie---the language is PLAIN | 
and LITERAL---but if the STATE, or Con- 
STITUTION, OF GOVERNMENT, Which bear 
to a ſhip that Kind of relation, which 1s 
called ſimilitude, be meant by the word 
Sur, the language is FIGURATIVE, and the 
figure 1s a MeTarnos, founded on ſimili- 
tude, and claſſed under TROPRE. 


A Ficurt of THouGHT or SENTENCE, of 
which, I think, there are twenty- ſix ſub- 
ordinate claſſes, conſiſts of ſuch a Disro- 
SITION OF ARRANGEMENT Of words, as is 
expreſſive of a PassIoN or EMoT1oN of the 
mind.---For inſtance.---Qu ! uxnzxPeECTED 
STROKE ! !---Here the FiduxE or form of 
ſpeech expreſſes venemenT EmoTion of 


mind 
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mind---it is called ExcLamaTion, and is 
claſſed under Ficurt of TrovcnurT., 


A Ficurt of DicTion, of which there 
are more than fifty ſubordinate claſſes, 
conſiſts of ſuch an ApvpiTion, or DI MIN U- 
TION, Or ARRANGEMENT of words in a ſen- 
tence, as sviTs it to the SusJecT, and ren- 
ders it more PLEASING to the Ear.---Fi- 
gures of this kind are more frequent in the 
ancient languages, and are beſt illuſtrated 
by examples taken from them, 


Figures of thought and Figures of Dic- 
tion conſiſt much in a judicious applica» 
tion of the principles of Music to LAx- 
GUAGE, in order to expreſs more forcibly 
and beautifully a ſentiment or paſſion, or 
to enliven and dignify an object, by pleaſ- 
ing the ear with ſounds, which either 
have, or are imagined to have, ſome kind 
of affinity to the object. 


M 3 In 
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In general figures of word, thought and 
diction exiſt ſeparately and operate apart 
and independently; but ſometimes the 
three kinds, running into one another, 
meet in the ſame word or ſentence, and the 
diſtinction between them vaniſhes.---Like 
colours, which are totally different in 
their original ſtate, they are now and then 
ſhaded and blended together in the ſame 
words With ſuch exquiſite art, that the 
moſt diſcerning eye cannot with preciſion 
determine the particular point, where the 
one begins and the other ends.---For in- 
ſtance---when by an HyeerBoLE, Which is 
a ſpecies of Trope, a very Tait and 
STRONG MAN is called a Tow, and that 
word in order to expreſs the ſentiment or 
paſſion of the writer or ſpeaker is ſo placed 
in the ſentence, of which it 1s a part, as to 
ſuggeſt and require S$1Gns of EMOTIOx, and 
to admit alſo of MopuLATION Or Harmony - 
in pronouncing it, the three original kinds 
of 
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of figurative language meet then in the 
word Towrx— and in the Mind the RE- 
sur of their united operations is a happy 
MixTuRE of conNSISTENT and COMBINED I- 
PRESSIONS, NO one of which counteracts 
either of the other two, 


FiGuRES give CoPIousNEss to language by 
preventing too frequent a return of the 
ſame words---and they ENLIVEN and pie- 
NIFY it by introducing new objects, whoſe 
relative beauty and dignity are transferred 
by the imagination to the objects firſt con- 
ceived by the mind, and give it the plea- 
ſure of comparing things. 


(B.) 


The author has noted it in one of his 
memorandum-books, that during his long 
abode in Aſia, one perſon only was pu- 
niſhed in this manner---and that as often 


M 4 as 
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as he was expoſed to public view, an of- 
ficer of ſtate, whoſe appearance was ex- 
tremely venerable, addreſſed the multitude 
from a TR1BUNAL, in the following words 
iz. 

Hear me, ye lovers of truth! Hear me, 
ye admirers and encouragers of merit ! 


Mark well the example before you, and 
beware of recommending any perſon for 
the Gar of Mrzir without examining 


his PRIVATE as well as his Ppusi1c con- 
duct. | 


Your SovrRE1GN loves you! He wiſhes 
to make you happy and to reign in your 
hearts! If ye love him or yourſelves, ye 
will remember this ſolemn and awful Ap- 
MONITION. 


(C.) Several 
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(C.) 


Several political matters, occaſionally 
mentioned by the Author in his Narrative, 
bear ſo cloſe and ſtrong a reſemblance ta 
things, which have happened in Europe, 
that they are in ſome degree intereſting 
to us. 


The empire, for inſtance, of the As1- 
aTic Moxnaxcn conſiſts of Two Kincpoms, 
a GREATER and a LESSER, divided by a nar- 
row channel of the ſea---originally they 
had no national or political connex1on, and 
very little commercial intercourſe.---About 
| ſeven hundred years ago after a conteſt of 
ſhort duration the leſſer ſubmitted to the 
greater, and received from it both laws 
and government. 


For 
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For ſome centuries miſapprehenſions 
and jealouſies ſubſiſted between them, and 
produced frequent wars, of which, the 
leſſer, being conſtantly the ſeat, made very 
ſmall and ſlow progreſs in the arts and im- 
provements of life. 


After a long ſeries of weak and ineffec- 
tual meaſures and unſatisfactory revolu- 
tions, the common and ſeparate affairs and 
intereſts of both began to be tolerably well 
adjuſted and ſettled, and the forms of con- 
ſtitution and government in each were ac- 
quiring ſuch a degree of general approba- 
tion and acquieſcence as promiſed an in- 
creaſe and continuance of national proſ- 
perity and happineſs; but about the be- 
ginning of the preſent generation a ſpirit 
of diſaffection and revolt, which broke 
out in ſome of the colonies of the greater, 
ſpread rapidly to the leſſer, where conſide- 
rable numbers of the people, full of po- 


litical 
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litical ardour, and agitated by popular ora- 
tory, demanded from the greater in pe- 
remptory and menacing terms an enlarge- 
ment of TRA DF, and abſolute indepen- 
dency in LEG1SLATION and JURISDICTION : 
all which the greater, rather than reſort to 
meaſures of compulſion, that would pro- 
bably wound and weaken itſelf, and cer- 
tainly ruin the lefler, conceded with dig- 
nified prudence and unparalleled magna- 
nimity---renouncing all kind of controul, 
which the councils and courts of juſtice of 
the greater had held over thoſe of the leſ- 
ſer---reſervin g however to the monarch of 
the greater and to his heirs all the rights, 
titles and privileges of ſovereignty and do- 


minion, which he and his predeceſſors 
poſſeſſed over the leſſer. 


The promoters of that new ſyſtem 
vouched ſtrenuouſly for its ſtability, and 
in conjunction with various deſcriptions 


and 
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and communities of the people, gave ſo- 
Jemn and repeated aſſurances of laſting 
contentment and acquieſcence on the part 
of themſelves and their poſterity : but the 
event proved otherwiſe ; for a formidable 
and inveterate enemy of both kingdoms 
having commenced war againſt them and 
ſeveral other nations on revolutionary 
principles, and with an inſatiable deſire of 
conqueſt and dominion, multitudes of peo- 
ple in the leſſer became hoſtile towards the 
greater, and not only ſpoke the language 
of ſedlition, and committed murders and 
other acts of cruelty, but invited the enemy 
to attempt an invaſion, and aſſiſt them in 
executing a deſign they had conceived of 
breaking the connexion between the twa 
kingdoms, and of forming a new con- 
ſtitution and ſeparate government for 
themſelves, which according to their ſan- 
guine wiſhes and deluded imaginations 
would ultimately transfer and ſecure to 
them 
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them and their poſterity all the political 
influence and public offices, together with 
a conſiderable ſhare of the landed pro- 


perty, that had been forfeited by their an- 
' ceſtors, 


Inſurrections and the ſpirit of revolution 
became at length ſo outrageous and exten- 
five, as to occaſion a moſt ſerious alarm in 
the mind of every one, who poſſeſſed any 
thing valuable under the conſtitution, or 
wiſhed to preſerve the general peace of the 
empire---and it was univerſally admitted, 
that the criſis of a new and perilous diſ- 
order, which hitherto had been only 
checked, and not radically cured, called 
aloud for extraordinary deliberations and 
new remedies.---Accordingly many per- 
{ons eminent in character, and juſtly en- 
titled to public confidence, clearly per- 
ceiving that a ſeparation of the two king- 
doms, at a time eſpecially when the com- 


mon 
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mon enemy might take immediate advan= 
tage of it, would be extremely injurious or 
perhaps, fatal to both, ſuggeſted it that 
there ſhould be a formal and full diſcuſ- 
ſion of the ſubject in the great council of 
each, in order to enable them, with united 
wiſdom and equity, to deviſe and eſtabliſh 
ſuch a ſyſtem of connexion and regulation, 
as might avert the impending evils, and 
prevent a return of them. 


The Author of the Narrative, not many 
days before he died, writ a letter to ———, 
at Naples ; in which he congratulated him 
on the proſpect, that the internal affairs of 
the empire of his Aſiatic Sovereign would 
in all probability be ſoon adjuſted and 
finally ſettled by an EN TIERE and PERFECT 


UNION of the two kingdoms, as well under 
one GREAT CouNCIL or LEGISLATIVE Body, 
conſiſting of members ſummoned or re- 
turned from the ſeveral parts of them, as 

| under 
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under one Monarcn,---to which he added, 
that a well- founded expectation prevailed 
among numerous claſſes of the people, 
that ſuch a meaſure would be a powerful 
means of removing diſcontents and jea- 
louſies, and of giving ſtrength and unani- 
mity to every part of his BETo VID Sove- 
REIGN'S widely- extended dominions. 


We may hope therefore that the buſineſs 
will be happily concluded; and that ſome 
FAIR REASONER and REAL FRIEND to the 
RicuTs of Max will ſoon gratify us with 
an account of the moſt arduous affairs of a 


GREAT NATION conducted with MiLpxtss, 
W1spom and JusTICE. 


An HisToricart view of Mankind aQ- 
ing on ſuch principles in one quarter of 


the world, may be brought into a ſtriking 
and inſtructive CoxTzasT with their pro- 


ceedings in another; where AsSSASSINA- 


TION 
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rox is become the direct and beaten road 
to SOVEREIGNTY, and the TyranTs for the 
Day (ſo very ſudden and rapid have they 
been in ſucceſſion) having deſtroyed all ſe- 
curity and comfort both public and pri- 
vate, daringly inſult even the SUPREME 
Being by relinquiſhing or formally reject- 
ing the Briize of his ExisTExce and 


OVER-RULING POWEK:; 


(D.) 
The following words are written in ſuch 
a manner on the margins of a few pages 
of the manuſcript- copy of this letter, that 
it is difficult to determine, whether they 


are the words of the writer of it, or of the 
Author of the Narrative---viz. 


They, who by diſobedience have pro- 
voked the juſtice of the Supreme Being, 


muſt naturally with to become objects of 
his 
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his mercy : and happy it is for thoſe, who 
are ſo circumſtanced and in ſuch a ſtate of 
mind, that the CnRISTIAN RevELAT1ON, 
ſupplying the defects, without depreciatin g 
the authority of the RxLIOIO of NATURE 
or Reason, confirms in this and other in- 
ſtances equally important all the rational 
wiſhes and hopes, that are ſuggeſted by 
nature, and renders them powerful and 
permanent principles and motives of moral 
conduct. | 


 Rrasow viewing the works of the crea- 
tion, informs us with certainty, that there 
exiſts and hath exiſted, from all eternity a 
FixsT Cavst or SUPREME BEING, who is in- 
finitely powerful, and wiſe, and holy, and 
juſt ; and that by acting againſt his will, 
manifeſted to us by the light of nature and 
the dictates of conſcience, we have in- 
curred his difpleafure, but reaſon does not, 
5 N nor 
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nor can it, in its deepeſt and moſt painful 
reſearches give us Assv RANCE or certain 
ground of Hoes, that even if we ſhould 
return to duty and obedience, our Or- 
FENCES will be PARDONED, or our SERVICE 
ACCEPTED=--On the contrary, it clearly de- 
monſtrates, that in sTricT Jus ric no de- 
gree of ruTURE OBEDIENCE Can make 
ATONEMENT for FORMER Orrexcxs, becauſe 
a perfect obſervance of the Divine Will is 
at all times required, and the utmoſt we 
can do at any particular time 1s no more 
than we are bound to do.---For DELivE- 
RANCE then from this melancholy ſtate of 
ignorance and miſery, in which ſin has 
involved us, and which the light of nature 
diſcovers but cannot diſpel, we are indebted 
to the Cukis Triax REVELATION, which 
without lowering in our minds the Jus- 
TIE of Gop or his other attributes, exalts 
his Mrxcr above all human conception, 
and 
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and proclaims Forxerveness of ſin and ef- 
fectual means of ResTorING man, if he will 
make proper uſe of them, to the original 
PURITY and PERFECTION of his nature, and 
to HAPPINESS, by the adminiſtration of a 
mighty Loxp and Saviour, who, in order 
to accompliſh the glorious work he had 
undertaken, vxiTED (in a manner incom- 
prehenſible to us) owx1PoTENCE and every 
other ATTRIBUTE Or CHARACTER Of the 


Divine NATURE with the HUMAN FORM. 


How unbounded the love of God! How 
myſterious his wiſdom ! 


That mighty Loxp and Saviour, who 
in the beginning was Gop, and was with 
Gop, became an humble inhabitant of this 
corrupt and abominable EaR T, and ſub- 
mitted to all the pains and miſeries of our 

N 2 mor- 
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mortal ſtate, in order to redeem, and re- 
claim, and conduct us to Heaven. 


He that is wiſe will ponder theſe thingy 
—-he will revere and ſcrutinize the evi- 
dences of a doctrine, which accompanied 
with credentials viſibly derived from Hea- 
ven, propoſes to offenders here on earth 
terms of ſalvation, urged and enforced ſo 
conſtantly and cogently by an awful alter- 
native of endleſs happineſs or endleſs 
miſery, that the impenitent can no longer 
take refuge or find comfort in the opinion, 
that either there will be a NEUTRAL STATE 
between happineſs and miſery, if ſuch a 
thing be poſſible, or that en wil de a 
PERPETUAL SLEEP, 


Gop has FREY that the idea of annt- 
HILATI1ON, as a means of eſcaping his jus- 
Tuck, is vain and deluſive. | 


The 
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The Powzx of Darn is ſubdued !--- 
Cuxisr is Risk from the dead — The 
Grave therefore muſt yield up its PRISO- 
Ne to JupemMenT ! 


| While the external evidences of the. 

Chriſtian doctrine thus enlighten man's 
underſtanding, its internal operations, if he. 
encourages them, and putting forth his 
own ſtrength, co- operates ſincerely with 
the Assis TIx Srikrr of Gon, will in- 
fluence his will, and purify and delight his 
_ heart.---His whole nature will aſſume a 
new and a better form.-—His evil deſires; 
will become leſs violent.--His good diſ- 

poſitions will be cheriſhed.—-His Reasow, 
will be gradually reſtored to its oR1GINAL 
Orrick of DISCRETION and CONTROUL.,---His 
preſent condition will be rendered more 
tolerable, and his proſpects of perfect hap- 
pineſs 
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pineſs in a future ſtate will be brightened 
and enlarged, 


If 1 feel on this occaſion more than I 
am able to utter, I ought not to be ſur- 
prifed---for mere Human ELocuT1oN is 
ſeldom ſufficient to communicate our con- 
ceptions of things, that are inward and 
ſpiritual ;---bat its imperfections are amply 
ſupplied by the LANGUAGE of INSPIRATION, 
Which abounding with juſt and ſublime 
images, fully expreſſes every thought and 
emotion of the penitent heart, bowed down 
before the throne of mercy, and pouring 
forth with pious extacy at the ſame mo- 
ment of time its ſorrows and its joys. 


— NEVER-CEASING TORMENT, for in- 
ſtance, of the guilty and irreclaimable, is 
in the written word of God, the Worm 
| THAT 
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THAT NEVER DIEs.---And the RxTIO IOS 
ConsoLATI1oN, experienced by a righteous 
believer under the preſſures of ApvxRSITx 


and AFFLICTION, is Liehr to the upright 
in DARKNESS: 


THE END. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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